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Stelmach announces leadership bid 


Ukrainian Canadian MLA resigns 
ministry in line with Klein’s directive 


By Marco Levytsky 

Ukrainian Canadian MLA Ed 
Stelmach (Fort Saskatchewan- 
Vegreville) became the first Alberta 
cabinet minister to resign his post 
in order to run for the leadership of 
the ruling Progressive Conservative 
Party, March 7. 

Stelmach, 54, stepped down as 
minister of International and _Inter- 
governmental Affairs in accordance 
with Premier Ralph Klein’s earlier 
declaration that any cabinet minis- 
ter who wants to enter the race to 
replace him would have to resign by 
June 1 this year. 

Klein has set his retirement date 
for October 2007, though he says he 
will continue to serve as premier 
until Spring 2008. 

“My decision to resign signals 
my strong support for your com- 
ments and my personal beliefs in the 
principles embodied in that state- 
ment,’ Stelmach said in his letter to 
Klein. “Throughout my public life, 
my actions and conduct have been 
guided by my core values of hon- 
esty, integrity and sincerity. In fact, 
the issue of integrity and ethics in 
government is central to my deter- 
mination to become the next leader 
of our party.” 

Stelmach, whose mother tongue 
is Ukrainian, still lives on the home- 
stead, located between Andrew and 
Mundare, that his grandfather 
Mykola Stelmach settled in 1898, 
after immigrating from the Brody 
district of today’s Lviv Oblast. 

He is an active member of the 
Protection of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Krakow, as well as Sts. Peter and 

Publication Mail Agreement 


#40007679, paid at Edmonton, 
Alberta. PAP Number: 08935 


We acknowledge the assistance of the 
Government of Canada through the 
Publications Assistance Program to- 
ward our mailing costs. 


Canada 


j 


Ea Stelmach 


Paul in Mundare which he attends 
when there are no services in 
Krakow. Stelmach and his wife 
Marie have four children who have 
been involved in Ukrainian cultural 
activities, including dance in the ear- 
lier years. 

Stelmach becomes the third Ca- 
nadian of Ukrainian origin to seek 
the premiership of Alberta. 

Julian Koziak, who served in 
several portfolios under Premier 
Peter Lougheed, ran in 1985 and 
came in second to former Premier 
Don Getty. 

Former Edmonton Mayor 
Laurence Decore was elected Lib- 
eral leader in 1988 and led his party 
to the best showing by an opposi- 
tion in Alberta’s 100-year history in 
1993, when he lost out to Klein’s 
PCs. 

Stelmach, who was first elected 
that year, joined Decore in forming 
the first Alberta-Ukraine legislative 
group and the bi-partisan commit- 
tee was responsible in bringing 
many Ukrainian parliamentarians to 
Alberta to study the province’s regu- 
latory regimes. 

As Minister of International and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, Stelmach 
was responsible for relations in 
Ukraine and initiated cooperation 
agreements with both Ivano- 
Frankivsk and Lviv Oblasts. 

He says Albertans have now 
gained a foothold in Ukraine and 
have to continue expanding upon 
these contacts. 

Asked about the need to 
strengthen the province’s nominee 
program in order to facilitate immi- 
gration from Ukraine and assist 
Alberta’s labour shortage, Stelmach 
said that should be a priority. 

“T firmly believe that getting the 
controls of the levers of immigra- 
tion will be just as important to 
Alberta in this century as being in 
control of natural resources was in 

1930,” he told Ukrainian News on 
the say this issue went to press, 
March 22. 


PHOTO — BILL GILLIES 


Shevchenko Literary Awards inaugurated 


The first $25,000 Kobzar Literary Awards were presented in Toronto, March 2. Laura Langston, of Victoria 
and author of the acclaimed novel Lesia’s Dream, and Danny Schur of Winnipeg who composed and produced 
Strike! —The Musical, were named co-recipients. Pictured above: Back Row, Left to Right: The four finalists 
— Danny Schur, Larry Warwaruk, Laura Langston, Lisa Grekul with Senator Raynell Andreychuk and 
Shevchenko Foundation President Andrew Hladyshevsky Q.C. Front Row, Left to Right: The four MCs Lubomir 
Mykytiuk, Joan Karasevich, August Schellenberg and Fred Keating. For more, see Page 10 of this issue. 


Тимошенко поставила Ющенки ультиматум 


(Українська правда) -Лідер БЮТ Юлія Тимо- 
шенко закликає президента Віктора Ющенка дати 
чітку відповідь до виборів на питання про те, чи буде 
в майбутньому парламенті формуватися коаліція на 
основі блоку "Наша Україна" і Партії регіонів. 

Про це йдеться у заяві лідера БЮТ, яку вона опри- 
люднила 21-го березня на прес-конференції в Києві. 

"Я звертаюся до президента Віктора Ющенка: 
Вікторе Андрійовичу, я прошу вас до 26 березня 
2006 року дати чітку і однозначну відповідь на 
запитання, чи маєте ви намір створити коаліцію з 
Віктором Януковичем?", - сказала Тимошенко. 

За її словами, відсутність чіткої відповіді на це 
запитання "може бути розцінена суспільством як 
мовчазна згода на створення коаліції з Януковичем". 
"Керівне ядро Партії регіонів - це один з найпотуж-- 
ніших кланів, який прагне використовувати владу 
для збільшення капіталу", - сказала Тимошенко, 
вкотре наголосивши, що БЮТ "ніколи і за жодних 
обставин не буде вступати в коаліцію з Партією 
регіонів". 

Вона також закликала всі політичні сили, які 
беруть участь у виборах, оприлюднити свої плани 
щодо формування коаліції у майбутньому парла- 
менті. 

"Всі партії i блоки, що беруть участь у виборах, 
зобов'язані відкрито і публічно до 26 березня 
повідомити виборцям про те, з ким і за яких умов 
вони формуватимуть коаліцію у Верховній Раді", - 
сказала Тимошенко. 

Крім того, лідер БЮТ закликала всі політичні 
сили, які, згідно з попередніми даними, долають 390-. 
ий бар'єр, висунути свої кандидатури на посаду 
прем'єр-міністра. 

"Я просила б всі політичні партії і блоки не прихо-- 
вуючи назвати всіх своїх кандидатів на прем'єр- 
міністра. Виборці мають розуміти, що голосуючи 
за Ющенка, прем'єром буде Порошенко, голосуючи 


за Януковича - прем'єром буде Ринат Ахметов", - 
сказала вона. 

"Я знаю наміри значної частини політиків, що 
йдуть у парламент, потім з того парламентського 
болота витягнути, як з мішка "сіру конячку", назвати 
її прем'єр-міністром, щоб ця сіра конячка 
задовольняла всі тіньові компроміси всіх планів, що 
прийдуть в Україну", - додала Тимошенко. 


Юлія Тимошенко під час прес-конференції в Києві 
— 21 березня 2006. 


ЗАПРОШЕННЯ ДО НАУКИ! Принесіть це оголошення щоб 
дістати одну лекцію безкоштовно! Cultural Connections Institute 
запрошує Вас вчитися англійської мови в нашим центрі науки для 
дорослих. Оферуємо найкращі лекції англійської мови за 
найращими цінами в Едмонтоні від початкових до заавансованих 


курсів, вигідне розміщення в центрі міста, малі кляси й 
професіональні, тут-роджені, англомовні вчителі. Просимо дзвонити 
944-0792 або запрошуємо до вебсторінки www.cci-lex.ca за 
більшими інформаціями. Ми поможемо Вам вибрати курс який Ви 
потрібуєте щоб покращити знання англійської мови - гарантуємо! 


Did you know that CIUS awards over $100,000 
annually in grants and scholarships? Support 
Ukrainian studies by becoming a donor 
to the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
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справу щодо 


(Українська правда) -Заступник генпрокурора 
Віталій Щьоткін підтвердив, що Генпрокуратура 
порушила кримінальну справу за фактом неза- 
конного прослуховування високопосадовців Служ-- 
бою Безпеки України. 

"Згадану вами кримінальну справу дійсно було 
порушено ще 18 листопада 2005 року і зараз вона 
знаходиться у провадженні слідчих Генпроку-- 
ратури", - передає слова Щьоткіна видан- 
ня "Сегодня". 

"Конкретизувати не буду, скажу лише, що прово- 
дяться експертизи та інші слідчі дії", - додав він. 

У свою чергу Генпрокуратура "з метою запобі-- 
гання перекручення інформації і її використання 
всупереч інтересам слідства", проінформувала, що 
"зазначена кримінальна справа порушена в листопаді 
минулого року по фактах, виявленим СБУ під час 
перевірки одного з оперативних підрозділів 
Центрального управління". 

Ці порушення мали місце в березні 2005 року і 
кваліфікуються як злочини, передбачені ст. 163 
(порушення таємниці телефонних розмов) і ст. 424 
(перевищення військовим службовцем влади або 
службових повноважень) КК України...", - йдеться 


рокуратура відкрила 


"прослушки? 


в повідомленні прес-служби Генпрокуратури. 

"Обвинувачення в даній кримінальній справі 
нікому не пред'являлося", - зазначається в заяві. 

Генпрокуратура також застерігає від використан- 
ня в особистих або політичних цілях матеріалів 
слідства щодо незаконного прослуховування праців-- 
никами СБУ телефонних розмов окремих посадових 
осіб і політиків. 
| Яквідомо, раніше міністр внутрішніх справ Юрій 
Луценко заявляв про незаконне прослуховування 
високопосадовців, здійснюване СБУ під керівницт- 
вом екс-глави цього відомства Олександра Турчинова. 

Факт прослуховування підтвердив також екс- 
міністр юстиції, член "Нашої України" Роман Зварич. 

Водночас Турчинов заперечує факт протизаконної 
"прослушки" і називає інформацію про це перед- 
виборною провокацією влади проти Блоку Юлії 
Тимошенко. 

Також Генпрокуратура повідомила про "надход- 
ження минулого тижня від СБУ матеріалів щодо 
аналогічних порушень, що "протягом тривалого ча-- 
су мали місце в одному з регіональних управлінь СБУ". 

За даними фактам прокуратура також порушила 
кримінальну справу. 


"Наша Україна" знає, що Янукович 
відмовив Єханурову через Ахметову 


(Українська правда)- -Лідер партії Регіонів Віктор 
Янукович He братиме участі у теледебатах з 
прем'єром Юрієм Єхануровим. 

Про це заявив керівник передвиборчого штабу 
Партії Регіонів Євген Кушнарьов на прес- 
конференції 14-го березня. 

За його словами, він неодноразово надсилав листи 
до виборчого штабу "Нашої України", в якому 
Партія регіонів погоджувалася провести дебати "у 
будь-який день до 14 березня". 

"Термін був обумовлений особливостями нашої 
виборчої кампанії", - сказав Кушнарьов. 

Зайого словами, відповіді він не отримав 1 замість 
цього "в інформаційному просторі почала поширю-- 
ватися інформація одного зі співробітників якогось 
департаменту". 

"Ми не збираємося ламати свою виборчу кампа-- 
нію, кампанію нашого лідера, яка розписана по 
годинах в регіонах в угоду примх "Нашої України", 
- сказав Кушнарьов. 

"Тепер потяг пішов", - додав він. 

Водночас Кушнарьов повідомив, що Партія perio— 
нів приймає пропозицію 5 каналу щодо проведення 
дебатів з "Нашою Україною" у форматі "5 на 5". 


"Ефір відбудеться цієї неділі з 22.00 до 0.00", - 
повідомив він. 

"Ми з задоволенням візьмемо у них участь, 30Kpe— 
ма і я", - додав керівник виборчої кампанії партії 
регіонів. 

Водночас, за словами керівника прес-служби "Ha— 
шої України" Тетяни Мокріді, причина відмови 
Януковича від теледебатів "лежить у площині полі- 
тичних технологій". 

"Трсля того, як Янукович у Чернівцях поздоровив 
усіх "із закінченням Великого Посту", американ- 
ських політтехнологів, які на нього працюють, OXO— 
пив справжній "слов'янський" переляк і вони уяви-- 
ли, що їх клієнт може "наплести" у прямому ефірі", 
- сказала вона. 

"До того ж, всім добре відома улюблена поетеса 
Януковича - Анна Ахметова", - додала Мокріді. 

«Наша Україна" звертається до "тих членів партії 
Регіонів, які ще не втратили мужність, з пропо- 
зицією умовити свого лідера прийти на відкриті 
дебати, як роблять справжні чоловіки". 

Як відомо, раніше "Наша Україна" запропонувала 
провести теледебати 24 березня, проте погод- 
жувалась і на іншу дату. 


На представника "Привату" скоєно замах 


(Українська правда)- -На представника групи 
"Приват" Геннадія Корбана 19-го березня було 
вчинено замах у Дніпропетровську. 

Про це "Українській правді" повідомили в управ-- 
лінні МВС у Дніпропетровській області. 

За словами МВС, замах було вчинено близько 
22:15 біля будинку 4 на площі Шевченка. 

Міліцією встановлено, що невідомий, перебува-- 
ючи на території подвір'я, з даху гаража, розта- 
шованого на відстані близько 20 метрів, обстріляв 
машину, в якій знаходився Корбан. 

Корбан не постраждав, а його охоронець отримав 
вогнепальне поранення грудної клітини, поперековій 
області та лівої гомілки. 

Він був госпіталізований до обласної клінічної лі- 
карні. Інших потерпілих немає. 


Джерела "Української правди" повідомляють, що 
Корбан знаходився у броньованому "Мерседес" 5 
500, по якому було здійснено щонайменше 25-30 
пострілів. 

Прокуратурою Жовтневого району Дніпропет- 
ровська порушено кримінальну справу за статтею 
"замах на навмисне вбивство". 

Як відомо, Корбан очолює фірму "Славутич-ре-- 
єстратор", яка діє в інтересах "Привату", зокрема, 
у конфлікті навколо Нікопольського заводу феро-- 
сплавів. 

Заквотою "Привату" він є членом наглядової ради 
"Укрнафти". 

Корбан також балотується до Дніпропетровської 
облради за списком "Нашої України". 


Гриценко: Провокація РТР завдала шкоди Україні 


(BBC Окгаїпіап) - Міноборони України вимага-- 
тиме від Росії спростувати розповсюджену інфор-- 
мацію на телеканалі РТР про існування на україн- 
ській території таємної в'язниці ЦРУ. 

За словами міністра оборони Анатолія Гриценка, 
та інформаційна провокація, або спецоперація, 3aB— 
дала серйозної шкоди Україні та її збройним силам. 

Гриценко також заявив, що запросив російських 
дипломатів та журналістів на об'єкт Макаров-1, де 
можна пересвідчитися, що там немає ніяких тюрем. 


Раніше телеканал РТР у програмі "Спеціальне роз-- 
слідування" повідомив, що таємна в'язниця ЦРУ для 
ув'язнених з Афганістану й Граку, можливо, знахо-- 
дилася на території українського гарнізону "Maka— 
ров-1" Київської області. 

Раніше швейцарська газета SonntagsBlick назвала 
Україну в числі країн, де можуть знаходитися таємні 
тюрми ЦРУ. 

Швейцарське Міноборони порушило проти трьох 
співробітників газети карну справу. 
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UCC International Election 
Observation Mission in full-swing 


(UCC/UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress International Election Obser- 
vation Mission which will monitor the March 
26 elections to the Ukrainian Parliament has 
been launched and is now in full swing. 

The UCC, which fielded large monitoring 
teams during the Ukrainian Presidential elec- 
tions on 2004, culminating with a 500 person 
delegation in December of that year, is build- 
ing on its experiences in the field of election 
monitoring. 

In December 2005, UCC mandated a com- 
mittee chaired by Taras Pidzamecky of 
Toronto to prepare a mission team for deploy- 
ment in Ukraine for the March 26 Parliamen- 
tary elections. A dedicated group of volun- 
teers began work on all facets of the mission, 
including travel in Ukraine, accommodations, 
training and liaison with governmental and 
non-governmental agencies. After issuing a 
call for volunteers, 150 election observers 
were selected апа, at their own cost, are now 
on their way to Ukraine. 

Commenting before his departure for 
Ukraine, Paul Grod, UCC Ist Vice President 
and Head of Mission for the delegation, said 
“Ukraine’s democracy hinges on the right of 
the people of Ukraine to fairly and transpar- 
ently elect their government without fraud, 
intimidation or manipulation. Our role as in- 
ternational election observers is to protect that 
right by providing objective observation and, 
with our presence, acting as a deterrent to 
those that wish to impede the development of 
a civil society in Ukraine.” 

The UCC was registered with the Ukrai- 


nian Central Election Commission as an in- 
ternational non-governmental organization in 
February 2006. This status allows UCC ob- 
servers to receive official accreditation from 
the CEC and to observe unhindered all ac- 
tivities relating to the voting up to and includ- 
ing.the counting of the ballots. 

Since early March, Chief Observer Mare 
Shwec has been in Kyiv preparing for the ar- 
rival of the observers, who will undergo in- 
tense training there before being deployed to 
various regions of Ukraine in preparation for 
the Election Day. An initial report form the 
team in Ukraine will be issued on March 27. 

“All Canadians can take considerable pride 
and satisfaction from the fact that so many 
members of our community have taken it upon 
themselves to be in Ukraine to observe and 
monitor these very important parliamentary 
elections,” said UCC president Orysia Sushko. 

“As Canadians we are blessed in our coun- 
try to be able to vote in open and transparent 
elections, free of fraud or corruption. We seek 
no less for our brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine,” said Sushko. 

March 20 Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
offered his best wishes to the observers. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian Congress will 
again be instrumental in bringing about free 
and open elections in Ukraine, by being a part 
of the 4,000 anticipated electoral monitors 
from across the world. As shown during the 
presidential elections of December 2004, your 
commitment to fair elections is helping 
Ukraine to continue making significant 
progress since the Orange Revolution,” he said. 


Goldring to monitor Ukrainian elections 


(UkrNews/Peter Goldring’s Office) —Pe- 
ter Goldring, Member of Parliament for 
Edmonton East, will be in Ukraine to moni- 
tor the Ukrainian parliamentary elections this 
month with the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

This international body of parliamentarians 
is organizing Ukrainian election monitoring 
from March 24-27 in order to assist in the con- 
tinued development of democracy in Ukraine. 
Goldring, who witnessed the Orange Revo- 
lution in 2004 and the subsequent presiden- 
tial election as an election observer, says he 
is pleased to continue to serve East European 
democracy. 

“The Government of Canada is committed 
to democratic values all over the world and 
we must continue to nurture the flame of free- 
dom in Ukraine. Canada has a Ukrainian-Ca- 
nadian population of over 1.1 million immi- 
grants and descendents of immigrants — they 


and we all are watching the inspiring journey 


of a country achieving independence 15 years 
ago, securing democratic government and 
now looking outwardly to world markets,” 
says Goldring. 

In addition to actually visiting polling sta- 
tions on election day, OSCE delegates will be 
meeting with key Ukrainian leaders as they re- 
ceive full in-depth briefings on Ukrainian is- 
sues from local experts. “Ukraine has already 
recognized and responded positively to the work 
of Canadian parliamentarians on its behalf — 
President Victor Yushchenko has waived visa 
requirements for Canadians travelling to 
Ukraine for under 90 days,” says Goldring. 

“Tt will be an honour to accompany my col- 
leagues from Canada and around the world 
to Ukraine. Canada has a deep and abiding 
interest in Ukraine — in remembering its past 
and helping to develop its future. In order to 
do both, we must continue to be a source of 
friendship and support in the present,” says 


Goldring. | 
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Wrzesnewsky] meets with 
Odesa Bishop Vasyl Ivasiuk 


(UkrNews/Borys Wrzesnewskyj’s Of- 
fice) — Borys Wrzesnewskyj, newly appointed 
Liberal Associate Critic for Foreign Affairs 
and Chair of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamen- 
tary Friendship Group hosted Bishop Vasyl 
Ivasiuk, Ukrainian Greek Catholic Exarch of 
Odesa during his visit March 15 to Parliament 
Hill. Accompanying Bishop Ivasiuk for the 
meeting with Wrzesnewskyj were Father Ken 
Nowakowski, Rector of Holy Spirit Ukrainian 
Catholic Seminary and Мугозіау Maryno- 
vych, a former dissident during the Stalinist 
era and now Director of Religion and Soci- 
ety, and First Vice-Rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv. 

7105 always an honour to meet with the 5рігі- 
tual leaders of Ukraine who often faced insur- 
mountable challenges during foreign occupa- 
tion. Here in Canada we take our religious free- 
doms for granted, but in the land from which 
over 1.1 million Canadians draw their origin, 
this has not always been the case. Building on 
Canada’s “special relationship” with Ukraine 
also includes deepening and intensifying rela- 
tionships among the faith community. I wish 


Bishop Ivasiuk and Vice-Rector Marynovych 
a very successful and fruitful engagement 
while visiting the Ukrainian diaspora commu- 
nities in Canada,” said Wrzesnewskyj. 

During their afternoon meeting, Bishop 
Ivasiuk and Wrzesnewskyj discussed Canada- 
Ukraine immigration, social and religious re- 
lations, as well as the Bishop’s Exarchate pas- 
toral challenges. Wrzesnewskyj underscored 
the efforts of the previous Liberal government 
in fostering and building a “special-strategic 
relationship” between Canada and Ukraine, 
and expressed his intention to continue to 
pursue enhanced Canada-Ukraine relations. 

Following the meeting, Wrzesnewskyj es- 
corted Bishop Ivasiuk, Father Nowakowski, 
and Vice-Rector Marynovych on a tour of 
Parliament during which he shared insight into 
the history and tradition of Parliament and the 
role of Members of the House of Commons 
and Senate. 

During his stay with the Ottawa Ukrainian 
Catholic community Bishop Vasyl also 
preached a mission at St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Shrine. 
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"Наша Україна" 


викрила масову 


фальсифікацію у Донецьку? 


(Українська правда)- -Штаб "Нашої Ук- 
раїни" повідомляє про підготовку масової 
фальсифікації виборів у Донецькій області. 

Про це йдеться у відкритому листі 
керівника виборчого штабу блоку "Наша 
Україна" в Донецькій області Антона Кли- 
менка до президента та ЦВК, повідомляє 
прес-служба блоку. 

За словами Клименка, "в Донецькій об- 
ласті проведена добре організована та 
координована з єдиного центру робота по 
фальсифікації виборів в області". 

Такі висновки він зробив "в результаті 
аналізу принципів формування складу ви- 
борчих дільниць та списків виборців у 
Донецькій області". 

Стосовно принципів формування вибор- 
чих дільниць в Донецькій області, Климен- 
козауважує, що "вони формуються на 80% 
зі співробітників одного колективу, і керів- 
ництво виборчих комісій сформовано з тих 


"Наша Україна" та 
БЮТ відправляють 


спостерігачів у Донецьк 


(Deutsche Уеїе)- Обласні осередки 
"Нашої України" та Блоку Юлії Тимо- 
шенко скеровують сотні спостерігачів на 
виборчі дільниці Донеччини. Комітет 
виборців України скептично оцінює таку 
практику. Від БЮТ повідомляється про 120 
осіб, які їхатимуть за власні кошти. Робота 
обох штабів не скоординована, відправ- 
ляють спостерігачів нарізно. Зголошу- 
ються зазвичай особи, які вже мають досвід 
роботи спостерігачем та елементарні знан- 
ня виборчого законодавства. Ця акція не 
пов'язана з нестачею людей у Донецьку, 
просто там мають працювати спостерігачі, 
на яких би не змогли тиснути. Щоправда, в 
Комітеті виборців вважають, що ефектив- 
ність цієї практики близька до нуля, адже 
їдуть люди, які не достатньо знають законо- 
давство, а тому навряд чи зможуть запобігти 
ймовірним порушенням на дільницях. 


самих людей, що й на президентських 
виборах". 

Надумку керівника виборчого штабу, "це 
робиться задля суцільної фальсифікації 
виборчих списків в регіоні". 

"У процесі передачі списків виборців від 
робочих груп по їх складанню до дільнич- 
них виборчих комісій реальні списки замі- 
нені на списки другого туру президентсь- 
ких виборів 2004 року. Та навіть ці списки 
ще більше сфальсифіковано", - зазначаєть- 
ся у листі. 

"Тому списки, які надані дільничним 
виборчим комісіям, унеможливлюють чес- 
не голосування з дотриманням вимог ви- 
борчого законодавства", - переконаний 
Клименко. 

"J це дає підстави вже сьогодні ставити 
питання щодо визнання виборів у До- 
нецькій області недійсними", - додає він у 
своєму листі. 

Також Клименко закликає усіх "взяти 
участь у контролі діяльності виборчих діль- 
ниць в Донецькій області, проведенні пере- 
вірки списків виборців та вжити необхідні 
заходи щодо притягнення до відповідаль- 
ності осіб, винних у порушенні виборчого 
законодавства". 

Зі свого боку Донецьке обласне відділен- 
ня "Партії регіонів" розцінює заяву Кли- 
менка, "як спробу виправдати майбутню 
нищівну поразку "помаранчевих" на вибо- 
рах 2006 року", повідомляє "Острів". 

"Хочеться задати питання: невже "Партії 
регіонів" вигідний зрив виборів в області, 
де за даними соціологічних опитувань, 
більш 75 % виборців готові віддати свої 
голоси саме за неї?", - йдеться в пові- 
домленні облвідділення партії. 

"Ми б порекомендували Клименку осо- 
бисто побувати на прийомі громадян у гро- 
мадській приймальні ДОВ "Партії регіо- 
нів", 1, що називається, з перших вуст почу- 
ти про те, хто готує фальсифікації в До- 
нецькій області, і що думають з цього при- 
воду виборці", - додається в повідомленні. 
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Делегація 
Європарламенту вирушає 


спостерігати 


Наталія Вікуліна, Радіо Свобода 

23 березня до Києва прибуває делегація 
Європарламенту, яка спостерігатиме за 
українськими виборами. Учасник делегації, 
прес-секретар Європарламенту Цезари 
Леванович повідомив радіо "Свобода", що 
представники Європарламенту сподіваю- 
ться: за будь-яких результатів виборів 
Україна й надалі розвиватиме відносини з 
Євросоюзом. 

До України прибудуть 7 депутатів i 8 ін- 
ших працівників Європарламенту, які про- 
тягом кількох днів стежитимуть за пере- 
бігом української передвиборчої кампанії 
і голосування. Очолюватиме делегацію 
поляк Марек Сівец, який є головою Комі- 
тету парламентської співпраці ЄС-Україна. 
У складі делегації є також депутати з 
Британії, Нідерландів, Німеччини, Франції, 
Литви та Польщі. Парламентарії працюва- 
тимуть в Україні разом із спостерігачами 
від OBCE, члени Європарламенту будуть 
єдиними представниками від Євросоюзу на 
українських виборах. Говорить прес-секре- 
тар Європарламенту Цезари Леванович: 

"Європарламент взяв на себе багато 30- 
бов'язань під час виборів 2004 року, під час 
Помаранчевої революції. Те, що ми робимо 


за виборами 


нині, це природнє продовження цих зобові'я- 
зань... Звичайно, нас цікавлять результати 
виборів, ми не думаємо, що в такій демо- 
кратичній країні, як Україна, в делегації 
виникнуть проблеми, щодо цього ми не 
турбуємося", - сказав представник прес- 
служби Європарламенту. 

За його словами, нині важко передбачити 
результати виборів, оскільки немає чіткого 
бачення, якою буде майбутня коаліція. 

Але який вплив на відносини Києва та 
Брюєселя матиме новий склад Верховної 
Ради, до якої може увійти багато представ- 
ників партії Януковича? Говорить Цезари 
Леванович: 

"Ми подивимося на склад нової коаліції. 
Але, як говорив пан Ющенко, якими б не 
були результати виборів і і яким би не був 
новий уряд, він упевнений, що Україна 
йтиме шляхом, вибраним після Помаран- 
чевої революції. Тому що машину вже 
запущено, відносини України з Євросою- 
зом є добре налагодженими, це не нова 
справа. Отже, ці відносини є надто серйоз- 
ними, надто важливими і надто просунути- 
ми, аби можна було очікувати нову револю- 
цію в іншому сенсі, це скоріше немож- 
ливо?, - вважає він. 


Міжнародна федерація 
журналістів обурена нападом 


Наталія Вікуліна, Радіо Свобода 

Міжнародна федерація журналістів 
протестує проти безпричинного арешту i 
висилки з Білорусі працівників українсь-- 
кого 5-го каналу. Про це заявив генераль - 
ний секретар федерації Ейдан Вайт в ін- 
терв'ю радіо "Свобода", 14-го березня. 

Керівник Міжнародної федерації журна- 
лістів назвав шокуючою образою для 
демократії той факт, що режим Лукашенка 
намагається придушити голоси опозиції 1 
маніпулює виборами в Білорусі на користь 
президента. Затримання під час прямого 
ефіру журналістів українського 5-го KaHa— 
лу Вайт назвав приголомшливим прикла-- 
дом. Говорить генеральний секретар Між-- 
народної федерації журналістів: 

"Я думаю, що режим у Білорусі пережи-- 
ває нервовий розлад. Цей розлад викликано 
тиском на режим, аби той задовольнив 
демократичні потреби i підтримав абсо- 
лютно ключовий принцип демократії - 
свободу слова. Вони присікалися до укра- 
їнських журналістів взагалі без ніяких 
причин, нам здається, що вони намагаються 
уникнути зростаючого відчуття демократії 
в Білорусі. Це - абсолютно неприпустимо. 
За його словами, на краю демократичної 
Європи існує країна, яка йде шляхом TH— 


ранії, що нагадує тоталітаризм і тип полі- 
тичного суспільства, що існував 20-30 po— 
ків тому. На думку Вайта, Білорусь живе в 
минулому, а жертвами цього стають жур-- 
налісти, які дуже важко працюють над тим, 
аби демократичні цінності було втілено. 

Вайт заявив, що федерація і надалі сте-- 
житиме за ситуацією в Білорусі. За його 
словами, вони перебувають у тісному KOH— 
такті 3 Білоруською асоціацією журналіс-- 
тів і надаватимуть усю можливу підтримку. 
Генеральний секретар федерації журна- 
лістів, окрім того, пропонує закликати 
міжнародну спільноту ізолювати Білорусь, 
якщо власті країни продовжуватимуть 
напади на місцевих і іноземних журна- 
лістів. Говорить Вайт: 

“Ha мою думку, Об'єднані Нації і Євро- 
союз мають надіслати Мінську 1 білорусь-- 
ким властям дуже чіткі сигнали: напади на 
журналістів, місцеві i зарубіжні мас-медіа 
є абсолютно неприпустимими, такі напади 
не будуть терпіти, вони призведуть до 
ізоляції Білорусі в міжнародній спільноті". 
Він уважає, що очолювана ним Міжна- 
родна федерація журналістів має підви- 
щувати обізнаність щодо кризи в Білорусі 
і заохочувати солідарність з білоруськими 
колегами-журналістами. 


Новий посол допоможе Росії 


й Україні помиритися? 


(Українська правда) -Прем'єр Юрій 
Єхануров сподівається, що з призначенням 
Олега Дьоміна новим послом України в 
Російській Федерації питання між двома 
країнами будуть вирішуватися легше. 

"Хочу сказати, що це досвідчена людина, 
і сподіваюся, що... ми спокійно переведемо 
всі наші повсякденні відносини в праг- 
матичну площину", - заявив Єхануров, 
слова якого наводить Ліга. 

За словами глави українського уряду, у 
відносинах між двома країнами є багато 
питань, які варто переглянути і на які 
потрібно дати чітку відповідь. 

"Т звичайно кожна сторона захищає свої 
інтереси. Я упевнений у тому, що те, що в 
нас довго не було там посла - це погано", - 
відзначив він і висловив сподівання, що 
тепер справи підуть на поліпшення. 


Раніше 16-го березня посол Росії в Укра- 
їні Віктор Черномирдін заявляє, що питан-- 
ня з призначенням посла України в Росії 
вирішено. 

"Рішення вже є.. Ми вже повідомили 
керівництво України, що Росія згодна. Я 
думаю, що Дьомін гідна фігура, гарний і 
досвідчений посол", - сказав Черномирдін, 
слова якого наводить "Інтерфакс- Україна". 
Він також сказав, що Росія не дуже пос- 
траждає від того, що санаторій "Гліцинія" 
у Нижній Ореанді під Ялтою буде повернено 
у власність України (за рішенням суду). 

Дьомін, 1947 р.р., у 1994-1996 роках був 
заступником голови Верховної Ради. У 
1996-2000 роках - глава Харківської облас-- 
ної державної адміністрації. У 2000-2005 - 
перший заступник голови адміністрації 
президента. 
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TransDnistrian leader seeks Russia’s help |РоПсе shoot student activist 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The leader of TransDnistria, 
Moldova’s breakaway republic, on March 21 urged 
Russia to intervene to prevent economic collapse in 
the region following a border and trade conflict with 
Ukraine. 

Igor Smirnov sent a letter to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin urging Moscow "Чо strengthen its peace- 
. keeping role” and to send a humanitarian aid to pre- 
vent serious economic hardships. 

Separately, Smirnov asked Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko to start immediate negotiations 
seeking a way for the breakaway republic to resume 
exports of goods that had been stopped earlier by 
Ukraine. 

The plea for aid and talks show the measures im- 
posed by Ukraine on March 3 to restrict TransDnistrian 
exports have been starting to affect the republic’s 
economy. 

TransDnistria for the past decade has been sending 
its exports only through the Ukrainian territory and has 
been claiming its independence from Moldova. 
Ukraine, seeking to encourage TransDnistria for a po- 
litical settlement, said earlier this month the exports 
must first be cleared by Moldovan authorities before 
crossing the Ukrainian border. 

TransDnistria, backed by Russia, refused to let local 
companies to register with Moldova for political rea- 
sons and that had forced many companies to suspend 
or to reduce production. 

TransDnistria said March 21 it had suffered about 


More blackmail 

(Ukrainian Journal) — A Kremlin-linked Russian politi- 
cal analyst said March 9 that Russia will probably fur- 
ther increase natural gas prices it charges Ukraine if 
pro-Western parties form a ruling coalition after the 
March 26 vote. Sergei Markov, the director of the In- 
stitute for Political Research, suggested that if parties 
loyal to Russia form a coalition in Ukraine the prices 
will probably stay unchanged 


Three pollsters to conduct exit polls 


(RFE/RL)— The Democratic Initiatives Fund, the Kyiv 
International Institute of Sociology, and the Razumkov 
Center for Economic and Political Studies will jointly 
conduct a nationwide exit poll during the March 26 
legislative vote, Interfax-Ukraine reported on March 
21. The pollsters are planning to question 18,000 re- 
spondents from throughout Ukraine. 


$40 million in economic damages between March 3 
and March 19 and each day of the blockage would cost 
the republic extra $5 million. 

“TransDnistria declares that it is open for construc- 
tive and equal dialog based on the previously reached 
agreements,’ Smirnov wrote in the letter to 
Yushchenko. “Any problems can be solved through 
talks, not through pressure and blockade.” 

The letter marks a change in the TransDnistrian po- 
sition as the region had last week apparently refused 
holding the talks with Ukraine. 

At the talks, Yushchenko will try to persuade 
TransDnistria to return to broader negotiations, known 
as 5+2, including Russia, Ukraine, OSCE, Moldova and 
TransDnistria, plus U.S. and E.U. observers, analysts 
said. 

TransDnistria, a tiny strip of land along the Dnister 
River, is sandwiched between Moldova and Ukraine 
and is populated with 550,000 of mainly ethnic Rus- 
sians and Ukrainians. 

Meanwhile, Russia responded to the TransDnistria’s 
plea on March 21 by sending a convoy of 23 trucks 
with 230 metric tons humanitarian aid, including food, 
to relive the region’s apparent hardships. 

Russia’s Ambassador to Moldova, Nikolai Riabov, 
said if the blockade is continued it may trigger not only 
economic and political turmoil, but also instability that 
could jeopardize security in the region. 

Russia keeps about 1,500 troops at a big military base 
in TransDnistria. 


U.S. Ambassador admires 


Ukraine’s election campaign 


(RFE/RL)— U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine John 
Herbst told students at the Kyiv-based Wisconsin In- 
ternational University on March 20 that the parliamen- 
tary election campaign has thus far proved to be the 
most free in independent Ukraine, the Action Ukraine 
newsletter reported. 

Herbst also pointed to some shortcomings in the cam- 
paign, however. “There are credible reports that whole 
buildings or city blocks of voters do not appear on the 
lists for Donetsk and Zhytomyr,” he said. 

“And there are credible reports about the problem 
created by the transliteration of voter names from Rus- 
sian to Ukrainian. 

It is essential that the authorities do everything pos- 
sible to address these and all other problems with the 
voter lists. It is likewise essential that all voting pre- 
cinets be adequately staffed with commissioners.” 
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(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian political party Pora said March 22 police 
shot and wounded one of the party’s activists as he attempted to distribute 
campaign materials. 

The party said Oleksandr Hlobenko was shot in the back in the capital 
Kyiv overnight and was in a serious condition. 

A police spokesman confirmed there had been an “incident,” but de- 
clined to provide details, citing an ongoing investigation. 

The incident reportedly took place while the officer was trying to hand- 
cuff Hlobenko. The youth reportedly lost four liters of blood, underwent 
surgery, and remains hospitalized. 

Pora, which is participating in the parliamentary election in a bloc with 
the Reforms and Order Party, has demanded a thorough investigation of 
the incident. 

Meanwhile in Kharkiv, an explosive device went off at the entrance to 
the regional headquarters of the Party of Regions. The handmade device 
went off as a party leader, Yevhen Kushnarioy, was leaving the office late 
on March 21. No one was hurt. Kharkiv police have opened an investiga- 
tion. 

The incidents came as Ukraine prepares for parliamentary elections on 
March 26. 


NGO says up to 10% of voter lists inaccurate 


(RFE/RL)—lIhor Popov of the Committee of Voters of Ukraine, a non- 
governmental organization monitoring election campaigns in the country, 
told journalists on March 14 that between 5 percent and 10 percent of 
voter lists prepared for the March 26 parliamentary elections are inaccu- 
rate, Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

Popov was commenting on the results of a monitoring mission that his 
organization carried out in early March. He added that irregularities in 
voter lists can be found in all regions of Ukraine. 

Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, leader of the 
opposition Party of Regions, accused the authorities earlier this month of 
deliberately compiling lists of voters in southeastern Ukraine with mis- 
takes in order to deprive many voters of the right to cast ballots. 
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Time for government 
to come out of its cocoon 


Since the swearing in of the new cabinet on Feb. 6, Ukrainian News has 
come up against a virtual brick wall as far as getting any interviews with 
the new ministers is concerned. 

_We placed a request for an interview with the new Minister of Citizen- 
ship and Immigration, Monte Solberg, on the very day he was sworn in. 
Soon after we placed requests with the offices of Heritage Minister Bev 
Oda and Foreign Affairs Minister Peter MacKay. Our requests were ac- 
knowledged and we were informed that the respective ministers were not 
available at that time, but that we would be contacted when they would be 
available. 

All three portfolios are of particular interest to the Ukrainian Canadian 
community — Citizenship and Immigration, especially so because the 
community has serious concerns about both the very low level of immi- 
gration from Ukraine and the citizenship revocation policy, which has 
been identified as a violation of the Charter of Rights of naturalized Cana- 
dians by the Federal Court of Appeals and has targeted post-war Ukrai- 
nian immigrants. 

This could be rectified by a new Citizenship Act that includes the rec- 
ommendations of the House of Commons report “Citizenship Revoca- 
‘tion: A Question of Due Process and Respecting Charter Rights” issued 
on June 7, 2005. In response to a questionnaire issued by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress during the recent election campaign on whether the 
Conservative Party would support such a new act, the official reply was: 
“Conservative members of the CIC committee, including our Citizenship 

and Immigration critic, Diane Ablonczy, wholeheartedly supported this 
House of Commons report.” 

The question now arises whether the new Minister prepared to intro- 
duce such legislation? 

We again contacted the Minister’s office earlier this month and were 
told he was still unavailable. We contacted his Parliamentary Secretary’s 
Office and were told he is not allowed to grant an interview without clear- 
ance from the Minister. 

It now appears that we are not the only media outlet having difficulty 
getting access to members of the new government. On March 17 the Globe 
and Mail published a story headlined “Harper restricts ministers’ mes- 
sage: Officials urged to stick to five key priorities; PMO wants to vet all 
other public comment”, which states: “Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
has imposed central control over all information and comments to the 
public issued by government officials and even cabinet ministers, direct- 
ing them to have everything cleared by the Prime Minister’s Office.” 

Reporter Campbell Clark notes that: “Mr. Harper’s PMO is not the first 
to want the final say on communications — but it has extended the prac- 
tice to a level never seen in Ottawa.” 

Clark says that these instructions “reflect the extreme caution of a new 
government with few seasoned hands, worried that even its ministers might 
slip. It reflects a desire to create the perception that the government is 
focused — to differentiate itself from Paul Martin’s Liberal government, 
which was widely criticized as having scattered attentions.” 

That may be so, but there is a point at which extreme caution goes too 
far. And this is beginning to happen here. A democratic society is based 
upon the openness of government. Shrouding government objectives in 
secrecy prevents the electorate, to which it is ultimately responsible, from 
knowing what is really going on. Aside from the fact such a development 
is unhealthy for a functioning democracy, it also serves to reinforce the 
popular perception — justified or unjustified — that the Conservative 
government has a “hidden agenda”. 

It’s been over a month-and-a-half since the new government was sworn 
in. Soon parliament will open and ministers will have to answer questions 
whether they like it or not. 

It’s time for the government to come out of its cocoon. 
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Will Orange Coalition come 
together after elections? 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation) — Ukraine will abstain from 
assessing the Belarusian presidential election until af- 
ter the OSCE delivers its verdict, Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko said on March 20, one day after 
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenka won the 
highly controversial poll. Yushchenko was equally non- 
committal when asked by journalists a week earlier 
whether a ruling coalition is possible between his Our 
Ukraine (NU) and the Party of Regions (PRU) of Viktor 
Yanukovych, who Yushchenko defeated in the Ukrai- 
nian presidential poll in 2004. Yushchenko said he 
would answer this question only after the March 26 
parliamentary election. 

Yushchenko probably has to be cautious in order not 
to rock the boat of Ukrainian politics ahead of the cru- 
cial poll. Under the constitutional amendments that 
came into effect this year, the formation of the next 
cabinet will be possible only with a more or less stable 
majority in parliament. To all appearances, building 
such a coalition will require enormous efforts, as nei- 
ther of the three favorites in the race — the NU, the 
PRU, or the Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc — will be able to 
form a majority on its own, according to recent public 
opinion polls. 

A majority will be possible only if at least two of the 
three big parties manage to set aside their differences 
and form a coalition. A “grand coalition” including all 
three forces would hardly be viable, given the enor- 
mous differences and bitter rivalries among the three. 
Tymoshenko has flatly denied the possibility of setting 
up such a coalition. Speaking on television on March 
13, she said she would prefer going into opposition to 
a coalition like that. 

A union between Tymoshenko and the PRU looks 
the least plausible of all. Such a possibility has not been 
seriously discussed in the Ukrainian media recently. 
Tymoshenko’s fans are probably the most radical and 
romantic among the Orange Revolution supporters. 
This electorate would not understand and would not 
forgive Tymoshenko for entering a political union with 
the party that has been the most outspoken enemy of 
the revolution. 

The possibility of a union between the NU and the 
PRU seems more plausible. Pro-Tymoshenko media 
have been rife with speculation about this union, brand- 
ing it a “betrayal of the Orange Revolution ideals,” 
especially after Yushchenko’s recent noncommittal 
statements. Roman Zvarych, the deputy head of Our 
Ukraine’s campaign headquarters, told a press confer- 
ence on March 20 that any rumors about a coalition 
with the PRU should be viewed as campaign tricks by 
Our Ukraine’s rivals. Zvarych ruled out the possibility 
of an alliance with the PRU. 

The PRU, however, has been much less categorical. 
Yanukovych, speaking on a campaign trip in southern 
Kherson on March 15, said he would not rule out the 


Tymoshenko’s personal ambitions 
may eventually turn out to be the 
main stumbling block. Yushchenko 
has made it clear... that he would 
prefer Yuriy Yekhanuroy... rather than 
giving that post back to Tymoshenko... 


rn 
possibility of a coalition with “certain people” from 
Our Ukraine. Speaking in Zaporizhya on the follow- 
ing day, Yanukovych noted that the PRU would not be 
able to form a majority on its own, so it would have to 
build an alliance of some kind. And parliamentarian 
Stepan Havrysh of the “Ne Tak” bloc — allies of the 
PRU — spoke of a PRU-NU coalition as a done deal 
on March 20, saying that Mykola Агагоу, who was first 
deputy prime minister in Yanukovych’s cabinet in 2002- 
2004, should be the coalition’s candidate for prime min- 
ister. What’s more, Havrysh alleged that the PRU-NU 
coalition was “a U.S. idea.” 

The supporters of both Our Ukraine and 
Tymoshenko, however, would prefer a parliamentary 
majority formed by these two forces as a reincarnation 
of the Orange Revolution alliance. Tymoshenko’s me- 
dia have been scathingly critical of personalities from 
Yushchenko’s team, but she has all this time continued 
to pledge loyalty to Yushchenko, abstaining from criti- 
cizing him personally. Tymoshenko, however, repeats 
her thesis that the forthcoming election will be more 
than a parliamentary poll, but an election of the next 
prime minister, saying that the choice would be between 
herself and Yanukovych. 

Tymoshenko’s personal ambitions may eventually 
turn out to be the main stumbling block. Yushchenko 
has made it clear on numerous occasions that he would 
prefer Yuriy Yekhanurov — “a rational prime minis- 
ter” — to stay on after the election, rather than giving 
that post back to Tymoshenko, whom he holds respon- 
sible for the economic slowdown last year, when she 
was prime minister. Yekhanuroy, meanwhile, has indi- 
cated in an interview with NTN that he would not work 
in a cabinet together with Tymoshenko and accused 
her of opportunism. “I am a professional economist, 
and it is not easy for me to work with people who have 
no principles,” he said. 

Another outspoken critic of Tymoshenko, NU cam- 
paign manager Roman Bezsmertny, however, has been 
quite optimistic about a coalition with her. Interviewed 
by Tonis, he ruled out an alliance with the PRU, but 
said that an Orange Revolution coalition may be re- 
vived as soon as March 26, immediately after polls 
close. He said talks on such a coalition have been un- 
derway for some time and would continue on election 
day. 


Ukraine Election 2006: And so it begins... 


By Luba Bell in Kyiv 

A cool morning (March 20) as we walked down 
Kreschatyk to Maidan and the Post Office. Many little 
palatky along the street, mostly orange in colour, hand- 
ing out their propaganda. In the afternoon, we made 
our way to the Hotel Sport where most of the UCC ob- 
servers are staying. We registered and received our of- 
ficial accreditation as International Election Observers. 

A late afternoon session brought most of the observ- 
ers together. We were greeted by Markian Shwec, Head 
Observer of the Mission and Paul Grod, УР UCC and 
Head of the Mission who read a letter of greeting and 
support from Stephen Harper. Paul then introduced 
Abina M. Dann, Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine who 
started her greeting in very good Ukrainian. She has 
been taking Ukrainian lessons! She stressed no matter 
what the result, this will be the choice of the Ukrainian 
people. It is, democracy first, no matter what our po- 
litical leanings are and ‘we should keep our orange 
scarves in our valises until we get home. The Ukrai- 
nian people are a great people but in a hell of a transi- 
tion period. Don’t be discouraged that it is not quick 
and a little messy. As Winston Churchill said democ- 
racy is not the best system in the world but it is the best 
we have!’ She concluded by wishing us all the very 
best and gave each of us a packet with a red maple Ісаї 
pin and emergency phone numbers. 

Two people from the Democratic Initiative Founda- 
tion made a presentation on the atmosphere surround- 
ing the elections based on surveys they had conducted. 
There are 45 parties and up to 5 or 6 different ballots 
for the various elections which will take place on March 
26 and 2 voters lists — one for the Parliamentary elec- 


tion and the other for local elections. The Verkhovna 
Rada ballot itself is 78 cm. in length and 21 cm. in 
width. The polling stations will be open from 7:00AM 
to 10:00PM. Expect long line ups. The presenters went 
through lots of survey data. The parties who have a 
chance to make up the Verkovna Rada are: 
Yanukovich’s Party of Regions, Yushchenko’s Nasha 
Ukraina, Yulia Tymoshenko’s party, the Socialist party, 
the Communist party, and Lytvyn’s party. The Pora 
party and Vitrenko’s party also have a chance to take 
3% of the vote each and, therefore, have representa- 
tion in the Verkhovna Rada. 

What is being stressed to us is that we need to know, 
VERY WELL, The Law for the Election of Deputies 
for Ukraine. The election commissions at various ley- 
els have been having numerous problems including a 
large turnover of people due mainly to the fact that the 
political parties are paying their observers more than 
the government is paying the commission members, 
and therefore, the knowledge of the law is not there. 

We are being deployed to various regions of Ukraine: 
Kharkiv, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhya, Sumy, Cherkasy, 
Mylolayiv, Uzhorod, Lviv, Ternopil. Imagine our 
surprize after being told 2 weeks ago we were being 
sent to Sumy, we were informed we are joining the 
Lviv/Ternopil group and the 2 of us, just us 2, are be- 
ing sent to Ivano-Frankivsk. Why we asked? Appar- 
ently there are ‘hot spots’ in that area and we were told 
by our leader she would explain the concerns later. So 
the 16 of us leave tonight by train to Lviv, training all 
day tomorrow and then on our way to our locations. 

This mission is an opportunity to help Ukraine on its 
path to democracy. 
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Factbox: 


(RFE/RL—Ukzainians are heading to the 
polls on March 26 for what some believe will 
be the first truly representative elections in 
the country’s history. This optimism stems 
from the lack of heavy-handed presidential 
interference favoring select candidates, the 
emergence of relatively balanced media cov- 
erage, and recently audited voter lists. 

The elections will be all-encompassing and 
held on a massive scale. In addition to select- 
ing a new 450-seat parliament, voters will be 
choosing their local, municipal representa- 
tives. Mayoral races will be decided through- 
out Ukraine, as will the shape of oblast, dis- 
trict, village, and city councils. 

In the parliamentary elections, 45 parties 
will by vying for seats, of which only six-to 
nine are believed to have a legitimate chance 
of passing the 3 percent threshold for parlia- 
mentary representation. 


The Issues 

Ukzainians will essentially be expressing 
their faith, or lack thereof, in the Western-lean- 
ing administration of President Viktor 
Yushchenko. The optimism that resulted from 
the Orange Revolution that swept Yushchenko 
into power during the contentious 2004-05 
presidential elections has faded, along with 
the support for the Our Ukraine bloc he heads. 

There are a number of reasons for this ero- 
sion, but none is greater than voters’ disap- 
pointment with the state of the country’s 
economy. Since Yushchenko came to office, 
Ukrainians have seen their real incomes rise, 
but GDP grown has fallen from 12 percent in 
2004 to just 2.6 in 2005. 

Meanwhile, gasoline and food prices have 
risen as the global price of metals — on whose 
export Ukraine’s economy largely depends — 
have fallen steeply. To top it off, the country 
became embroiled in a bitter dispute with 
Russia after the latter cut off energy exports 
to Ukraine. Supplies resumed after 
Yushchenko’s government agreed to a new 
deal, but his political opponents cried foul — 
saying the deal was reached without 
parliament’s consent and at too high a price. 
The uproar eventually led to the dismissal of 
the cabinet headed by the man who heads Our 
Uksaine’s candidates list, Yuriy Yekhanurov. 

Corruption is also a key issue. Yushchenko’s 
former Orange Revolution partner — Yuliya 
Tymoshenko, who now heads the rival Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc — accuses Yushchenko’s 
administration of being soft on corruption as 
officials of former President Leonid Kuchma’s 
regime run free. At the same time the man he 
faced down in the presidential contest — 
Viktor Yanukovych of the poll-leading Party 
of Regions — claims that a war of political 
persecution is being waged under the guise 

of fighting corruption. 


Main Contenders 

Party of Regions: Yanukovych has re- 
emerged in a big way after his initial victory 
over Yushchenko in the 2004 presidential elec- 
tion was thrown out due to allegations of mas- 
sive fraud. He lost the subsequent repeat, but 
his Party of Regions has recovered to the ex- 
tent that it leads opinion polls going into the 
parliamentary elections. The party is expected 
to take 30 percent or more of the vote, no 
doubt benefiting greatly from the demise of 
the Orange movement whose supporters are 
splitting their votes between Our Ukraine and 
the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc. 

The Party of Regions has hired an Ameri- 
can public-relations firm and is supported fi- 
nancially by Ukraine’s richest man, Rynat 
Akhmetov, who is No. 7 on the party’s list 
and is being named as a potential prime min- 
ister in the new parliament. The Party of Re- 
gions opposes Ukrainian accession to NATO 
and appeals to the country’s large Russian- 
speaking minority with calls to make Russian 
an official state language. The party finds vast 
support in industrial eastern Ukraine, which 
has been hardest hit by increased energy costs. 
Yanukovych promises a return to double digit 
GDP growth for Ukraine and states that a vote 
for him is a vote for jobs, business, and in- 
dustry. 


Notables on the party’s list are Parliamen- 
tary Human Rights Ombudsman Nina 
Karpachova, parliamentary deputies Heorhiy 
Skudar, and Taras Chornovil. 

Our Ukraine: Support for President 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine has eroded as a 
result of corruption scandals, the gas dispute 
with Russia, and the perception that it has 
failed to deliver on the promises of the Or- 
ange Revolution. Add the competition with 
the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc for the same vot- 
ers and the result is support of only about 10- 
20 percent in opinion polls, which could mean 
a third-place finish. 

However, the party benefits from an easily 
identifiable Western-leaning platform that 
backs free market economics and European 
integration. While its support base is centered 
on western Ukraine, Our Ukraine enjoys con- 
siderable reach throughout the country. 

The party list is topped by former Prime 
Minister Yekhanuroy and also features Na- 
tional Security and Defense Council Secre- 
tary Anatoliy Kinakh and Foreign Minister 
Borys Tarasyuk. 

Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc: Following their 
public feud and spit in the wake of her ouster 
as Prime Minister, Tymoshenko has escaped 
from the shadow of Orange Revolution part- 
ner Yushchenko. 

The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc she heads is 
waging a populist campaign promising a war 
on corruption, lower food prices, and im- 
proved social services. The result is support 
of 10 to 20 percent in opinion polls, which 
has led her to call for her reinstatement as 
prime minister should her party gain more 
seats than Our Ukraine. 

Notables on the party’s list are former se- 
curity Service (SBU) chief Oleksandr 
Turchynov, former deputy prime minister 
Mykola Tomenko, parliamentary deputy Vasyl 
Onopenko, and television journalist Andriy 
Shevchenko. 


What’s New? 

Election Law: Courtesy of a new election 
law: passed in October 2004, no single-man- 
date constituencies will be contested. Previ- 
ously the 450 parliamentary seats were fill by 
a 50-50 mix of regional representative and 
party lists. In this election 45 parties and blocs 
will be vying for the parliament’s 450 seats. 

In addition, the new parliament members 
will elected to five-year terms, as opposed the 
previous four-years, and will not be able to 
quit the party or bloc on whose lists they ran. 

Financing rules have been revised to allow 
parties and blocs to use only their own funds 
and those allocated from the state budget dur- 
ing the campaigning period, which was ex- 
tended from 90 to 120 days. 

Other changes include raising the thresh- 
old for parliamentary representation to 3 per- 
cent of the vote, and the stipulation that elec- 
tion results are to be released within five days 
of the polling day. 

As an added bonus, voter lists are expected 
to be more accurate as a result of the auditing 
that took place while the new law was being 
developed. 

New Parliamentary Powers: As a result 
of increased powers granted to parliament in 
late 2004, the president will no longer be al- 
lowed to nominate the prime minister and 
most of the cabinet ministers. 

The president will now only be able to 
nominate the foreign minister, defense min- 
ister, prosecutor-general, and the head of the 
security service, and all of the nominees will 
be subject to parliamentary approval. 

Parliament has also gained the right to dis- 
miss any minister, including the prime min- 
ister. In addition, the prime minister will have 
to report to both the president and to the par- 
liament, whereas previously that post only had 
to answer to the president. 

The president balances the new parliamen- 
tary powers by being able to dissolve parlia- 
ment if it cannot form a majority 30 days af- 
ter the first session, or if it fails to form a cabi- 

net within 60 days after the dismissal or res- 
ignation of the previous cabinet. 
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Soviet-style election ends 
Introduction to Ukraine’s parliamentary elections in Belarus У рг otests begin 


By David Marples 

(Jamestown Foundation) — Belarus has just 
completed a divisive and fundamentally 
flawed election campaign. Though the 2006 
presidential election has been notable for the 
public prominence of two opposition candi- 
dates, Alexander Milinkevich and Alexander 
Kazulin, it has ended predictably with the 
chair of the Electoral Commission announc- 
ing yet another sweeping victory for the in- 
cumbent, Alexander Lukashenka. On the 
other hand, the official results have failed 
manifestly to convince the European Union, 
the Organization for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe, Belarus’s western neighbors, 
and the United States that the process was free 
and fair. Moreover, the Belarusian elite, es- 
pecially in Minsk, has become politicized and 
is no longer swayed by the fear factor as in 
the past. 

The official results are as follows. 
Lukashenka received 5.46 million votes, or 
82.6% of the total; Milinkevich almost 
400,000 or 6.0%; Syarhey Haidukevich, 
leader of the Liberal-Democratic Party, 
250,000, or 3.5%; and Kazulin, 154,000, or 
2.3%. The official turnout was 92.6%. The 
chair of the CEC, Lidziya Yarmoshyna, even 
saw fit to editorialize, commenting that 
Kazulin’s low vote was a result of his rowdy 
campaign, a reflection perhaps of the arbitrary 
nature of the final tally. 

Though accurate polling was almost impos- 
sible during the campaign, due to the oppres- 
sive conditions imposed by the government, 
available surveys suggest that Lukashenka’s 
standing was somewhere between 50% and 
60%. However, some 30% of the electorate 
voted at advance polls, meaning that often 
there were few people actually at polling sta- 
tions on March 19. Lukashenka’s results may 
have been raised upward by some 22-25%. 
In turn the combined total of 11.8% for the 
three other candidates appears very low. 

By election day, the few remaining media 
and Internet outlets for the two opposition can- 
didates had been curtailed. Narodnaya volya 
ceased printing after its distribution centers 
had been persuaded to stop production. 
Websites, such as those of Charter-97 and 
Zubr, shut down. The news agency Belapan 
was also affected. Thus not a single source of 
impartial reporting remained in the country 
on March 19. 

The Lukashenka regime kept up a barrage 
of propaganda against the opposition candi- 
dates, while arresting hundreds of their cam- 
paign team, including every major official in 
both camps other than the candidates them- 
selves. Lukashenka responded to an opposi- 
tion call for a public demonstration on March 
20, in October Square by declaring that he 
would wring the necks of his opponents as he 
would a chicken. Throughout the campaign 
he deployed the KGB and the Special Forces 
to intimidate his opponents. 

Whereas the two opposition candidates 


each had two radio and TV addresses of less 
than 30 minutes, the president, who had opted 
not to campaign, appeared constantly on TV 
and also made two lengthy addresses: the first 
at the so-called All-Belarusian Congress, 
which was attended by carefully screened 
delegates, and a second on Belarusian Tele- 
vision on March 18. His themes were repeti- 
tive: current economic stability contrasted 
with potential chaos under candidates who 
represented foreign interests, specifically of 
countries hostile to Belarus. 

Western agencies have universally con- 
demned the campaign. A press release from 
the OSCE, which had over 500 international 
observers from 38 countries representing its 
two agencies, the Office for Democratic In- 
stitutions and Human Rights and the Parlia- 
mentary Assembly, stated that the election 
failed to meet OSCE commitments. Accord- 
ing to Ambassador Geert-Hinrich Ahrens, 
head of the long-term observation mission, 
“A positive assessment of this election was 
impossible.” The EU is debating further sanc- 
tions on Belarus. і 

As for the opposition, it performed credit- 
ably within the highly restricted environment. 
Over 15,000 people came into the streets on 
the evening of March 19 in the largest public 
demonstration since Soviet times. The actual 
figure may have been considerably higher. 
The protests continued on the evening of the 
20th. The essential factor from the perspec- 
tive of the united opposition is the mainte- 
nance of unity in the post-election period. 
Such a goal may induce Kazulin to form a 
new alliance with Milinkevich. The two were 
working in virtual unison by the end of the 
campaign; and now face a vindictive govern- 
ment anxious to punish the opposition candi- 
dates. 

It is a truism that Belarus is different; that 
national consciousness (including the use of 
the native language) lags well behind that of 
its neighbors, and that the outlook of its presi- 
dent is not alien to large sectors of the popu- 
lation. Milinkevich’s appeal has been to the 
intelligentsia, the urban elite, and above all 
to young activists who do not see a future for 
their country within a post-Soviet and authori- 
tarian regime, ostensibly under the permanent 
presidency of a quasi-dictator with little to 
offer other than platitudes about stability, close 
partnership with Russia, and a system of in- 
ternal terror. ~ 

The quest for the hearts and minds of the 
people — a frequently used phrase of 
Milinkevich — has just begun. But it cannot 
be measured adequately from the perspective 
of an election so closely controlled by the gov- 
ernment, with a leader who indulged in and 
used the threat of violence and oppression to 
get his way. This was a disgraceful election 
in many aspects, but one that revealed starkly 
and accurately the true nature of the 
Lukashenka regime. The reported results are 
meaningless. 


Belarus, Ukraine diplomatic row escalates 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The Belarusian au- 
thorities barred two Ukrainian television re- 
porters from entering the country on March 
15 further straining relations between Minsk 
and Kyiv ahead of the March 19 presidential 
election. 

The move was the latest step in escalating 
tensions amid concerns over developments 
in Belarus just as President Alexander 
Lukashenka has been seeking re-election to 
the third term in office. 

“We are outraged,” Vasyl Filipchuk, a 
spokesman at the Ukrainian Foreign Minis- 
try, said March 15. “We believe actions like 
this border with a hostile position towards 
our country.” 

Andriy Zhyhulin, a reporter with Channel 
5 television, and Vitaliy Doroshenko, a cam- 
eraman, were detained at the border and de- 
nied an entry to Belarus by Belarusian bor- 
der patrol early March 15. No reason was 
given for the action. 

Channel 5 is known for an unbiased соу- 
erage of political developments in Ukraine 


and has been seeking to send a team to cover 
the upcoming presidential election in Belarus. 

The television channel appears to be a spe- 
cific target from the Belarusian authorities 
after local police had detained Hanna 
Horozhenko, another Ukrainian reporter, dur- 
ing her live coverage of the opposition rally 
in Minsk. 

Horozhenko was released hours after the 
Ukrainian Foreign Ministry had intervened, 
while Foreign Minister Boris Tarasiuk had 
phoned his Belarusian counterpart to com- 
plain about the development. 

Lukashenka alleges the Belarus opposition 
receives financial aid from the West to pro- 
voke an uprising after the election, similar to 
mass demonstrations in Georgia, Ukraine and 
Kyrgyzstan to help drive him out of power. 

Lukashenka, who was described last year 
by U.S. President George W. Bush as 
Europe’s last dictator, on March 15 warned 
that activists from Ukraine, Georgia and Rus- 
sia must stay away from his country. 


Наталя Гриців, 
Пресова Референтка 

19 лютого відбулися річні збори 
Едмонтонського відділу ОУК ім, 
Ольги Басараб. 

Збори відкрила молитвою Лю- 
ба Бойко - Белл, Голова. Як зви- 
чайно,  відспівали  «Вічная 
пам'ять» за душі упокоєних. 

Лютий - час вшанування 
українських героїнь. Дуже всім 
сподобалася підготована Лілією 
Сухою цікава, змістовна програма 
на цю тему. Лілія розпочала po3s— 
повіддю про Ольгу Басараб, про 
визвольну боротьбу українців 
проти польського поневолення, і 
мученицьку смерть славної геро-- 
їні у цій боротьбі. Потім вона 
зупинилася на післявоєнній (ТІ 
світова війна) поезії Софії Ма- 
лильо з її збірки поезій «Воскре-- 
сіння». На завершення Лілія ска- 
зала, що кожен час у історії має 
місце для подвигу. Це можуть бути 
подвиги воєнні - якщо війна, 1 
подвиги мирного часу - у час 
мирний. Для нас - це наша що- 
денна добровільна праця на гро- 
мадській ниві. Пані Лілія приві- 
тала всіх з успішним роком. Вона 
підкреслила, що своєю щирою 
працею, терпеливістю, турботою 
за розвиток українськості в еміг- 
рації 1 за підтримку, у всеможливі 
способи, новонародженої демо- 
кратії в Україні - наші жінки BHO— 
сять вагомий вклад в продовження 
справи українських героїнь, про- 
тягуючи неперервну нитку духов- 
ності з минулого у завтра. Слова 
Лілії розтали в оплесках, а ясні 
промені сонця лилися крізь 
вузеньку вертикальну смужку 
прозорого віконного скла, не 
закритого шторою, і губилися в 
білизні скатерки. 

Звітували члени управи відділу 
в 2005 році: Люба Куць - 
уступаюча голова, Люба Бойко- 
Белл-голова, Слава Йопик - 
секретар, Марія Дутка - корес- 
понденційна секретарка, Кате- 
рина Бел-Рябко i Оля Цибульська 
- фінансові референтки. 


За минулий рік відділом ОУК у 
співпраці з УНО було проведено 
багато успішних проектів. 

«Українська Мозаїка» - двох-- 
денний фестиваль з виступами 
багаточисельних українських 
творчих колективів, виставками 
українських художників, руко- 
дільниць, сувенірів, з українською 
кухнею, яка задовольняє смаки 
гостей. Зібрані підчас фестивалю 
гроші передано на проект «При- 
ятелі дітей». 

«Визначні українські жінки 
Кдмонтону» - спільний проект 
чотирьох жіночих організацій 
міста, важливий для підтримкм 
обміну досвідом, ознайомлення 3 
проектами, зміцнення зв'язків і 
знайомства. Люба Бойко - Белл, 
за підтримкою членів свого від- 
ділу, проводить велику роботу в 
плануванні і координації цих 
чотирьох організацій. 

«Мистці з України» - Мис- 
тецька виставка. На цій виставці 
можна полюбуватися зразками 
сучасної української творчості, а 
також придбати виставлені на 
продаж картини, які вам сподо-- 
балися. Зібрані гроші передано на 
проект «Міст надії». 

При відділі працює дитячий 
драматичний гурток «Джерело». 
Ним на протязі 10 років керувала 
Оля Миц. Своїм винятковим да-- 
ром до декламації і соняшною ду-- 
шею вона високо тримала планку 
стандартів гуртка. Перейшовши в 
минулому році до виховання своєї 
власної донечки, п. Оля передала 
«Джерело» під опіку Алли Семен-- 
ко. Минулорічними успішними 
проектами «Джерела» були свято 
Св. Миколая 1 Різдвяна коляда. Під 
опікою ОУК також працює моло-- 
діжний оркестр «Чайка» під ке- 
рівництвом Людвига Мар'янича. 
Молоді музиканти успішно вис- 
тупають на концертах Едмонтону 
і на різних міроприємствах 
Українських Організацій. 

Всі міроприємства з вищеопи-- 
саних супроводжувалися великою 
працею кухонного комітету у 
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Члени Відділу ОУК ім. O. Басараб. 


Річні Збори Відділу ОУК ім. О. Басараб 


складі нашої улюбленої працьо- 
витої Господині Марії Гошко i її 
найближчих помічників - под- 
ружжя Коваль, Юрка Йопика і 
багато інших що самовіддано пра-- 
цювали, щоб належно нагодувати 
розбуджених гарними програмами 
і веселими музиками гостей. 

Славка Гладун була в 2005 р. 
Головою культурно - освітнього 
комітету. В контрольному Комі- 
теті успішно працювали Анна 
Стівен, Тамара Воротиленко і 
Люба Федущак. До номінаційної 
комісії входили Люба Федущак, 
Маруся Залуцька і Наталка 
Коваль. Люба Куць завідувала 
архівами. 

Збори обрали на 2006 рік 


Soe 


ASE: 


головою — Любу Бойко - Белл, до 
управи Відділу - Любу Куць, 
Марію Мірутенко, Ірину Карпен- 
ко, Наталю Гриців, Марусю Дутку, 
Катерину Белл-Рябко і Олек- 
сандру Цибульську. 

До кухонного комітету входять 
Марія Гошко, Наталка Коваль і 
Маруся Залуцька. 

Культурний комітет очолює 
пані Слава Йопик, до комітету та- 
кож входять Алла Семенко, Леся 
Петрів, і Славка Гладун і Люба 
Бойко-Белл. Пані Люба Федущак, 
Анна Стівен і Тамара Воротилен- 
ко входять до контрольної комісії. 
Лілія Мельниченко працює в те- 
лефонічному комітеті, а Оля 
Цибульська - буде завідувати 


аа 


Студенти з школи Курси Українознавства перед будинком Легістратури. 


архівами. Наталя Гриців взяла 
обов'язок пресової референтки... 

В залі УНО в Едмонтоні було 
проведено за 12 місяців 11 куль- 
турних міроприємств. Це дуже 
переконливо говорить про- жит- 
тєву активність і спроможність її 
членів. 

На додаток до вищеописаних 
міроприємств варто пригадати ще 
два яскраві святкування, котрі 
нікого не залишили байдужим: 
святкування Нового Року; траді- 
ційна Українська «Маланка», 
поетичні вечори В. Стуса i Я. 
Славутича, підготовані YHO з до- 
помогою OYK, при участі camopi— 
яльного драматичного театру 
«Сузір'я». 


Надія Допомоги! 


11 лютого всі студенти з школи Курси Україно-- 
знавства, ішли до Легістратури, щоб назбирати гро-- 
шей для «Help us Help the Children - Children ої 
Chornobyl Canadian Fund». Студенти назбирали 
$1590.00, щоб допомогти сиротинцям, які пережили 


цю трагічну катастрофу. 


Організували цей «Walk-a-thon» студенти 4 курсу 
з допомогою батьків. Цей проект був надзвичайно 
успішний, Коли діти ходили по вулицях Едмонтону, 
вони несли великі афіші, щоб повідомити інших 


людей про цю подію. Студенти 


Легістратури, але ми всі знали, що треба також було 
бути сумними, бо багато дітей хворі від цієї KaTac— 
трофи. Нарешті ми дішли до Легістратури, де нас 
зустріли наші батьки і Міністер Євген Звоздецький. 
Студенти 4 курсу прочитали промови та весело 
прийняли факт, що вони мали нагоду змінити уяву 
людей. Це був дуже важливий проект, тому що ми 


цим дітям, щоб заплатити за лікарство, опіки, та і 
може купити їм забавки. Нехай ті діти знають, що 
десь там далеко, далеко в світі через океан студенти 
Курсів Українознавства дбають про їхнє майбутнє. 
Ця подія показала, що діти та батьки мають силу 


волі і можливість допомогти іншим людям, які не є 


весело йшли до 


показали, що студенти мають силу і можливість 
назбирати грошей, створити «Walk-a-thon» та дати 


гроші бідним сиротинцям. Ми віримо, що допомогли 


такі багаті або щасливі, як ми. У нас є хати, авта, 
вода, їжа, освіта, та добре здоров'я. Ми мусимо 
допомогти дітям і людям, які так добре не живуть, 
як ми. Без сумніву, ця подія також показала, що існує 
таке бажання допомоги бідним та сиротам і якщо 
діти можуть назбирати таку велику суму, щоб 
допомогти сиротинцям які пережили трагедію 
Чернобиля, подумайте скільки грошей та допомоги 
ціле місто Едмонтону може дати для подій, як цей 
«Walk-a-thon». Я думаю, що студенти Курсів Ykpa— 
тнознавства виконали важливу роль та досягли мету 
допомогти іншим. 


Написав Микола Середич, 


студент 4-го курсу Курсів Українознавства 
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Ukrainian ТУ éitaanele 
available in Canada, U.S. 


(Kyiv Post)—To fill the lack of Ukrainian-language programming avail- 
able to overseas subscribers, Ukrainian television Channel 1+1 is launch- 
ing its international version. 

At 7 a.m. New York time on March 14, the channel’s subsidiary, 1+1 
International, launched broadcasting in the United States and Canada for 
subscribers of Direct TV and GlobeCast DTH satellite television provid- 
ers. The channel said it will broadcast news, Ukrainian films, shows and 
archive feature programs produced by Channel 1+1. 

Initially, it will be broadcast in a testing regime free of charge. In about 
one month the full-fledged 24-hour version will be available, albeit to 
subscribers only. 

The channel’s primary target audience will be Ukrainian Diaspora mem- 
bers who want to keep in tune with events back in Ukraine. 

GlobeCast currently does not offer any Ukrainian channels, while Di- 
rect TV lists Ukrainian music channel M1 in their selection of Russian 
channels. 1+1 is one of Ukraine’s top two television channels in terms of 
popularity. 1+1 and Inter channel both control nearly 40 percent of the 


Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble and Lastiwka Ukrainian Orthodox Choir and Orchestra. 


Pavlychenko, Lastiwka 
performance worthy of award 


By Halia Wilson 

On the day they were giving out Academy Awards in 
Hollywood (March 5,) there should have been a Tony 
(Broadway award) given to Saskatoon’s renowned 
Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble and Lastiwka 
Ukrainian Orthodox Choir and Orchestra for what 
measured up to the very best Broadway productions. 

Energetic singing, dancing and a live orchestra, re- 
minded the audience of a concert from Ukrayina. The 
tears already, welled up when the announcer started out 
by saying that having traveled recently to Ukraine, “the 
performers hearts were in Canada, their souls in 
Ukraine. As soon as the ensembles started performing 
there was an aura at the Jack Singer Hall in Calgary 
that felt like a reunion of our souls. 

It was not just a concert, it was a most enjoyable 
experience of Ukrainian song and dance. “Echoes of 
the Soul”, was a very appropriate title for the concert. 
Lastiwka sang the “biliy spiv: (white singing) folk style 
endemic to choirs from Ukraine, leaving one trans- 
ported to Ukrayina for the afternoon. Most of our con- 
certs in Canada are either song or dance. To enjoy both 
left the spectator enjoying a wonderful experience. The 
60-member choir, including high school and college 
students and young professionals sang with energy and 
emotion. It was wonderful to see so many young people 
really enjoying singing Ukrainian songs. Not one of 
the favourites was missed, from Zeleneye Zhyto to 
Rozpryahayte Khloptsi Konee, emotional songs, such 
as Stepom, stepom to humorous Kurochka (a long story 
about a chicken). Now, I know where they got the idea 
for the Chicken Dance. It was so difficult not to sing-a- 
long, however I did sneak in a few bars. The orchestra 
complimented the richness of their voices with music 
on traditional instruments under the high-spirited di- 


rection of Larry Klopoushak. 


The dancers, PFE as they are affectionately known, | | 


had there own unique vibrant style, which was exuber- 
ant and very well executed, from many different regions 
and times. Along with the traditional style dances, a 
pleasant addition with modern concepts was added with 
the very popular song in Ukraine now, "Каїупа? and in 
the Arkan — The Lasso, to Ruslana’s “Wild Dances 
(winner of Eurovision 2004) The girls were in a shorter 
version of the Hutzul costume, an interesting addition 
to the concert. When the dancers ended the first half 
with our signature dance the Hopak, one wondered what 
was in store for the grand finale. Without a doubt the 
highlight was the last dance, Canadian Kaleidoscope” 
a multicultural montage with the ethnic groups, includ- 
ing Aboriginal dancers, Scottish, Irish, German, Span- 
ish, Philippine, and French. Opening from the darkness 
of the stage the tapestry of costumes added beautiful 
and unique patterns to the final movement of the dance, 
our Hopak. To see our fellow Canadians dancing together 
on stage made for yet another very emotional, patriotic 
moment. The program ended with all the performers 
singing both our anthems, “Oh Canada” and “Shche ne 
утегіа Ukraina”. Sethij Koroliuk compliments his tra- 
ditional choreography with contemporary ideas. Bravo! 

What wonderful ambassadors, all these performers 
are, for our Ukrainian heritage here in Canada. Calgary 
was exceptionally fortunate to have these fantastic en- 
sembles come to entertain us. This concert should never 
be missed, when it comes to your city or town, by any- 
one, but especially by parents with children, for it’s 
these talented young people who encourage yours to 
be involved in Ukrainian Song and Dance. I’m still 
walking around, telling everyone I know, they were 
amazing, two weeks after the concert. 


Rusalka teams with WSO for new original work 


By Cheryl Binning, 
Winnipeg Free Press, March 17, 2006 

Winnipeg’s world-renowned Rusalka Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble is breaking new ground Sunday 
(March 19) at the Centennial Concert Hall. In its most 
ambitious project yet, the amateur dance troupe is team- 
ing with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra to premiere 
anew original work titled “The Legend of the Rusalka.” 

“This is by far our biggest show ever,” says Rusalka 
board member Mary-Anne Lovallo. “We are always 
trying to expand our horizons as dancers and as mem- 
bers of the arts community. By pairing the amateur and 
the professional we are entering a new relationship and 
a new level of artistry.” 

The performance — a spectacle of singing, dance 
and symphonic music — features the Rusalka troupe 
dancing to original music performed by the orchestra. 
The show also features Winnipeg’s O. Koshetz Choir 
and Hoosli Ukrainian Folk Ensemble. 

More than 250 Winnipeg artists are involved in the 
production, including dancers and singers, professional 
musicians, stage and costume designers. The Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet wardrobe department has created many 
of the costumes for the show. 

Ukrainian composer Volodymyr Gronsky created the 
original score for the piece, which centres around the 


dance troupe’s namesake, the Rusalka. In Ukrainian 
culture, Rusalka are mythical and mischievous water 
nymphs who emerge from the water once a year and 
entice men to their demise by dancing with them. 

“This is a love story about desire,” says Lovallo. 
“About a water nymph who falls in love with a vil- 
lager, about her desire to be with him and escape her 
watery world. It really is a universal story that will ap- 
peal to all ages, all cultural backgrounds.” 

The show is choreographed by Anna and Vasyl 
Kanevets and the WSO is conducted by Theodore Kucha. 

Rusalka is made up of 40 amateur dancers ranging 
in age from 16 to 32 who rehearse in excess of 12 hours 
a week. “We have dentists and accountants, teachers, 
doctors and business owners in the ensemble,” says 
Loyallo. “They are not paid, they do this entirely for 
the love of Ukrainian culture.” 

Over its 43-year history, Rusalka has performed all 
over North America, Asia, Mexico, Europe and Aus- 
tralia, garnering international recognition for its con- 
tribution to Ukrainian dance. 

The ensemble plans to tour Legend of the Rusalka 
beginning this summer with a trip to Scotland. As well, 
Lovallo says the troupe plans to open a performing arts 
school for Ukrainian dance here in Winnipeg and de- 
velop a larger troupe. 
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Langston, Schur share first $25,000 Ko 


By Oksana Zakydalsky, The Ukrainian Weekly 

Laura Langston, of Victoria and author of 
the acclaimed novel Lesia’s Dream, and 
Danny Schur of Winnipeg who composed and 
produced Strike! —The Musical, were named 
co-recipients of the $25,000 Kobzar Literary 
Award 2006 at the inaugural dinner and cer- 
emony on March 2. Other finalists for the 
Award included Lisa Grekul, of British Co- 
lumbia, for her novel Kalyna’s Song, and au- 
thor Larry Warwaruk, of Saskatchwan, for 
Andrei and the Snow Walker. 

The presentation ceremony was held at 
Toronto’s Eglinton Grand, a historical land- 
mark former cinema which has been restored 
to its Art Deco original. The event was sold 
out and attended by over 270 persons includ- 
ing former Governor-General Adrienne 
Clarkson and Sen. Raynell Andreychuk, hon- 
orary patrons of the Award. During the 
evening program, readings from all four fi- 
nalists’ works were done by professionals — 
actor August Schellenberg, whose latest role 
is that of Powhatan, father of Pocahontas in 
the film The New World, stage and television 
actor Joan Karasevich, television actor Fred 
Keating, a regular on CBC’s DaVinci’s In- 
quest and DaVinci City Hall, and theatre and 
television actor Lubomir Mykytiuk. 

Literary awards — both international such 
as the Man Booker Prize and Canadian, such 
as the Giller Award — have helped to put Ca- 
nadian literature on the world stage. Although 
part of a large English-speaking international 
literary community, Canada is a small coun- 
try which needs to work harder to make its 
voice heard and, by giving books “celebrity 
status,” literary awards help publishers and 
authors to market their books. 

That was the thinking behind the creation 
of the Kobzar Literary Award by the 
Shevchenko Foundation, set up to recognize 
contributions to Canadian literary arts through 
the author or writer’s presentation of a Ukrai- 
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nian Canadian theme with literary merit. The 
Award is meant to increase the visibility of 
such works, encourage people to buy them 
and interest authors in taking up a Ukrainian 
Canadian theme. At its inauguration, the 
award was presented to the winners by An- 
drew Hladyshevsky, President of the 
Shevchenko Foundation. 

What is a “Ukrainian Canadian theme?” 

One of the criteria for the Kobzar Literary 
Award was that the work should “explore 
Ukrainian Canadian themes that are relevant 
to Canadians.” Let us look at the four works 
nominated for the 2006 prize to see how the 
“Ukrainian Canadian theme” was interpreted 
by each author. 

Andrei and the Snow Walker by Larry 
Warwaruk is a historical novel for, young 
people, an immigrant story which takes place 
in 1900 and is interwoven with Scythian and 
Cossack elements of Ukrainian history, The 
description of the settlement of the family in 
Saskatchewan mixes the traditions brought 


www.scopetravel.com 


over, contacts with other immigrants and the 
local population, particularly the Metis. 
Twelve year old Andrei adapts to the new 
country and learns from the Metis. Local tra- 
ditions are brought into the story gradually 
and woven together with traditions brought 
over from Ukraine. In the end, it is not a magi- 
cal Scythian cup that saves Andrei but the In- 
dian spirit man Snow Walker. Andrei learns 
that “here there are heroes other than Cos- 
sacks.” Politics does not play a role in this 
story which is one of survival. The Ukrainiann 
Canadian theme is the quintessential immi- 
grant story — one will survive and even pros- 
per through hard work, traditions, dreams, 
community and a sense of history all inter- 
woven with the new reality. 

Lesia’s Dream by Laura Langston is also а 
historical novel for young people, but it is 
based on actual historical events and politics 
of the time play an integral part in the story. 
Lesia’s family are illiterate peasants from 
Galicia who arrive in 1914 with hopes and 
dreams but confront a brutal reality — the 
terrible boat ride, the marginal and uncleared 
prairie land, cheating agents, nasty neighbors, 
and finally, discrimination against new im- 
migrants and a government hostile towards 
newcomers. When the outbreak of WWI 
brings internment for the father and son, the 
family’s Canadian dream turns into a Cana- 
dian nightmare. The family is continuously 
under attack — by nature, by the Canadian 
authorities, by the locals. Although possess- 
ing inner strength and resourcefulness, what 
fifteen year old Lesia really craves is respect 
and acceptance. The Ukrainian-Canadian 
theme here deals with the achievement of this 
acceptance, while the story reflects the po- 
liticized reality of Canada entering a modern 
age, areality which clashes with the expecta- 
tions of immigrants unprepared for the 
country’s hostile and-brutal circumstances. 

Kalyna’s Song by Lisa Grekul begins: in 


800 242 7267 
Itinerary 


May 19 
May 21 


Tour Dates 

May 30 
May 26 
May 31 


Jun 24 


0 
4 


Lviv, Kyiv 


scope@mycomcast.com 


Ukrainian Мем/Українські вісті, March 22 - April 4, 2006, 22 березня — 4 квітня, 2006 


bzar Literary Award 


1990. It is not a story-narrative but an account 
of a search for identity — not an overwhelm- 
ing defining identity but a post-modern one 
constructed out of various aspects of one’s life 
experiences. Seventeen year old Colleen 
doesn’t speak Ukrainian but communicates 
with her heritage through music and tradi- 
tions. Her parents and family members are 
“lapsed Ukrainians” who cherry pick Ukrai- 
nian traditions they still remember. Her story 
begins when she is thirteen years old, and over 
the four years depicted in the book, shows her 
veering between being too Ukrainian for her 
milieu or not Ukrainian enough. She can’t 
seem to get the balance right and doesn’t fit 
in easily anywhere. 

Strike — The Musical, script by Danny 
Schur and Rick Chafe, deals with Winnipeg’s 
General Strike of 1919. The strike is the cen- 
tral historical event around which the authors 
provide a picture of the political and social 
conditions of post WWI Canada where there 
are numerous conflicts in progress — Ukrai- 
nians and Jews, workers and police, police 
and government, returning soldiers and im- 
migrants and the gentry among themselves. 
If conflict is the essence of a stage produc- 
tion, it’s here galore. As this is a script and 
not a literary work, there is a simplification 
of history and sketched out characters, basi- 
cally stereotypes, meant to keep the story on 
stage moving. 

Thus we see that three out of the four final- 
ists, including both prize winners, interpret 
“Ukrainian Canadian theme” as an early 20" 
century immigrant story set in Western 
Canada. As planned by the Shevchenko Foun- 
dation, the Kobzar Literary Program does not 
end with the selection of a winner of the prize, 
but is to continue in the next two years through 
other events such as writers’ workshops. 
These might be occasions to consider vari- 
ous approaches as to what could serve as a 
“Ukrainian Canadian theme”. 
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Chornobyl legacy lingers оп after 20 years 


Twenty years after the Chornobyl 
nuclear disaster, Ukraine and 
Belarus still suffer from its conse- 
quences, says a world expert on the 
subject. 

“Over 10,000 young people have 
cancer; and thousands of liquidators 
are dead from causes that may or may 
not be linked to Chornobyl, though 
their deaths are nonetheless prema- 
ture. The populations of the two re- 
publics, like those of Russia, are in 
steep decline. Belarus has ‘lost’ over 
half a million population since 1985, 
Ukraine over 4.5 million. The lack of 
fertility among these populations and 
mass migrations from contaminated 
regions, are both linked directly to the 
Срогпобу! disaster,” said . Dr. David 
Marples at the 40" annual 
Shevchenko Lecture in Edmonton, 
March 10. 

The lecture was sponsored by the 

_ Ukrainian Professional and Busi- 
ness Club of Edmonton and the Ca- 
nadian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies at the University of Alberta. 

While the world has moved on to 
new crises — war in Iraq, famine in 
Africa, the danger of nuclear weap- 
ons being manufactured in North 
Korea and Iran “there is no closure 
on Chornobyl, no foreseeable end to 
the debate, and no relief from the 
profound medical, social, and psy- 
chological burden placed on the 5 


Exchange 2006: | 
A success in more ways than опе 


By Michal Lukasz Racki, 
St. Vladimir's resident 

The much anticipated Exchange 
2006 at St. Viadimir’s Institute in 
Toronto, has come to a close. Al- 
though we are always saddened 
when something good ends, as one 
of the participants said, “It would 
not be the same if it lasted forever.” 
The visit to the ROM, the karaoke 
that never was, Trembita Zabava, 
city tours, skating, Olympic Spirit, 
the Mardi Gras Zabava, and the di- 
vine liturgy on Feb. 19 were all suc- 
cesses that seemed to feed off each 
other from the moment introduc- 
tions began on Feb. 17. The culmi- 
nation was of course, for many, the 
Mardi Gras Zabava, however be- 
yond the fun activities throughout 
this weekend I came to realize a 
deeper meaning and symbolism to 
the events. 

Ukrainians and Non-Ukrainians 
alike, students or non-students, 
young and old participated, remi- 
nisced and laughed. For the partici- 
pants of Ukrainian heritage that 
came, it did not matter whether they 
were from Luhansk, Lviv, or had 
never set foot in Ukraine, it was a 
coming together. Truly in the Ukrai- 
nian and Canadian’ spirit everyone 
was welcome. I felt inspired to see 
how well the exchange organizers 
worked with the Ukrainian Student 
Club at the University of Toronto 
and the board of directors. 

Perhaps the student meetings were 
much more informal than those of 
the various representatives of the in- 
stitutes, however these “meetings” 
helped create a sense of unity so cru- 
cial to the survival and growth of a 
culture away from home. Ideas were 
shared about Ukrainian student or- 
ganizations and communities. Insti- 
tutes were compared and the politi- 
cal situation in Ukraine in the post- 
revolution era, ahead of the March 
elections, was discussed. Personal 
ties were made or strengthened from 
previous exchanges. 

What I feel is important to realize 


million people living with its effects 
in the soil and in the food chain to- 
day,” Dr. Marples added. 

He contrasted the response of the 
two USSR successor states to the 
disaster. Whereas Ukraine was left 
to overcome a disaster, the costs of 
which exceeded 32 annual budgets 
at the level of 1985, an estimated 
cost of US$128 billion, Belarus un- 
der (President Alexander) 
Lukashenka simply decreed that the 
problem had been overcome. 

“In Belarus, Chornoby] is identi- 
fied with the activities of the na- 
tional opposition,” he explained. 

Because of the disaster at 
Chornobyl, over 55% of Ukrainians 
oppose a proposed new expansion 
of Ukraine’s nuclear program, while 
only 26.8% are in favor. However, 
nuclear expansion becomes an in- 
creasing possibility with the pres- 
sure Russia exerts with natural gas 
supplies, Dr. Marples said. 

Chornobyl devastated Ukraine 
and Belarus, contaminating respec- 
tively 8 and 22% of the land masse, 
most of the forests in Belarus, and 
also polluted a very large area of 
Russia, he noted. 

“More than 5 million people cur- 
rently reside in areas with more than 
one curie per square kilometer of 
Cesium in the soil. In Ukraine, the 
long-term impact of Cesium, Stron- 


is that none of this would have been 
possible without generations of 
Ukrainians previous to ours that 
worked hard to make the preserva- 
tion of their heritage a priority. 
Whether it be the pioneers, those 
that raised fund, or those that were 
on the board of directors their con- 
tribution cannot be belittled. Today 
we have much more than only the 
physical walls of a building. The 
spirit and vivacity of an institute that 
teaches our language, displays our 
art, and welcomes all, is a tremen- 
dous testament to the commitment 
of those before us and those cur- 
rently giving St.Vladmir Institute 
the breath of life. Living in a city as 
multicultural as Toronto there are 
countless ethnic groups that would 
like to have an institute like St. 
Vladimir Institute. Often upon tell- 
ing some of my classmates about 
where I live they are both inquisi- 
tive and amazed. We, however, have 
a place of our own where current 
issues, music, and religious tradi- 
tions are maintained. St. Vladimir 
Institute, just like all the other insti- 
tutes across Canada is our treasure. 
A treasure passed on from those that 
came before us and a treasure we 
must strive to actively preserve. 

I for one will never look at this 
institute the same way, having 
gained a great deal of respect and 
understanding for those that help 
create it and those that currently run 
it and make events like Exchange 
2006 possible. In this light, I would 
like to recognize Adria Pelensky and 
Theodora Rutherford for their per- 
fect balance of spontaneity and re- 
sponsibility in planning and running 
the exchange. 

I have never set foot on Ukrainian 
soil but I have also never felt so 
close to my culture, in no small part 
thanks to St. Vladimir Institute. 
Events like the exchange have mo- 
tivated me and helped me come 
closer to my roots. In this Ukrainian 
heart the exchanges will always hold 
a special place and I would like to 


less than 20% today, and consider- 
ably lower than in clean zones.” 

Thyroid gland cancer among chil- 
dren, practically unknown in that 
age group prior to the disaster, has 
also begun to surface, as have the 
levels of leukemia. There is also an 
apparent link between radiation and 
the increase of newborn children 
with abnormalities and with Downs 
Syndrome. 

However, much information re- 
garding the long-term effects has 
been officially covered up — par- 
ticularly in Belarus. Dr. Marples 


Dr. David Marples 


tium, and Plutonium (half-life of 
24,000 years) will continue in per- 
petuity in Kyiv, Zhytomyr, and 
Chernihiv regions, as well as parts 
of Volyn and Rivne oblasts.” 

There are also lingering health 
effects, Dr. Marples said. 

“A so-called Chornobyl AIDS has 
reduced immunity and resistance to 
disease in the contaminated zone, 


where morbidity rates have risen sig- U kra inl an 
nificantly over the past 20 years. The і 
number of healthy children; reported а en 


as 80% in the mid-1980s, in the zones 
later affected by radiation fallout; is 


extend the warmest words of thanks 
to Lidia Smilka and our board of 
directors for making Exchange 2006 
a reality. 

To all the participants from St. 
Andrew’s (Winnipeg) and St. John’s 
(Edmonton): we are happy to have 
shared our home with you! We look 
forward to visiting the beautiful city 
of Edmonton for Exchange 2007 
and returning your warmth and 


kindness. 
eer Delt Free ° 
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cited the example of Dr. Yuri 
Bandazhevsky, a nuclear specialist 
and the former Rector of Homel’ 
Medical Institute, who carried out a 
study of the incidence of cardio-vas- 
cular sickness among children in 
Homel’ oblast and was also critical 
of sale of radioactive vegetables and 
maintained that the contaminated re- 
gion around Chornoby] was increas- 
ing over time. 

“In 1999 he was jailed by the 
Lukashenka regime and released 
only recently, with his health bro- 
ken,” Dr. Marples said. 
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Ukrainian twist. 


Want to work at OSVITA2/ 
Check our website for 
job postings - Director, 
ounselors and Teachers! 
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Who is OSVITA for? Any youth 14-17 
What can I take? Ukrainian 10, 20 or 30 & get credit! 


Where is it held? Live at St. John's Institute in Edmonton 
for 3 weeks and then spend 17 amazing days in Ukraine! 


How do I register? Online or over the phone. 
*register by March 31 & save $100, bring a friend & save $50* 
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В 30-ту річницю смерті бл. | 


п. о, Константина Стангрета 


Одинадцятого квітня ц.р. 
сповниться 30 років з дня смерті 
бл. п. 0. Константина Стангрета. 
Годиться згадати його теплими 
словами, що на них він собі зас- 
лужив своєю ревною працею 
Христового священика. Народив- 
ся о. Константин в селі Дубенка, 
бучачцького району в Західній 
Україні, 16 червня 1907 р. вродині 
Івана та Катерини Стангрет, де 
було п'ятеро дітей. Коли у 1915 
р. московські війська зайняли Га- 
личину, діти стратили своїх люб- 
лячих батьків i залишилися круг- 
лими сиротами. Через Боже про- 
ведіння Сестри Служебниці заопі- 
кувалися малятами. 

Маючи 12 років Константин 
дістався до Станіславова (Твано-- 
Франківськ) де він почав науку в 
українській гімназії, закінчивши 
студії матурою в 1928 р. Тому що 
ще з малку було його мрією стати 
священиком, молодий Константин 
вписався до Української Львів- 
ської Семинарії, щоб у Богослов- 
ській Академії під проводом отця 
ректора св. п. Йосифа Сліпого 
приготовлятися до духовного ста- 
ну. Богословські студії Констан- 
тин закінчив у 1936 р. але через 
обставини Другої Світової Війни 
одержав єрейські свячення аж 25 
травня, 1942 р. зрук Преосвящен- 
ного Никити Будки. 

Покійний одружився з Теклею 
Дейдей 5 травня 1937 р. Коли в 
вересні 1939 р. більшевики зайня- 
ли Галичину, покійний з дружиною 
i донею Любою виїхав до Німеч- 
чини. Там народилася друга доня 
Оксана. Під час війни, о. Стангрет 
був призначений служити між 
українцями, котрі були вивезені до 
Німеччини на примусові роботи. 
Пізніше вже по війні жив з роди- 


Бл. п. 0. Константин Стангрет 


ною в таборі переміщених осіб в 
Годенав і там душпастирював об- 
слугуючи українських скитальців 
в таборах в Нортгаїм, Гетінген i 
Бравншавайт. 

У 1951 р. за старанням бл. п. 
Владики Ніла Саварина, о. Стан- 
грет прибув з родиною до Канади, 
осівши в містечку Карвел Аль- 
берта, а у 1957 р. на доручення 
Владики перенісся на душпастир- 
ську працю в парафіяльній окрузі 
Вильна. В Квітну Неділю, 11 квіт- 
ня, 1976 р. підчас великодної св. 
Сповіді парафіян, постигла його 
ненадійна смерть - атак серцевий. 
До останнього дня свого життя о. 
Константин служив з великою 
посвятою Богові та Українському 
народові. 

Діти, внуки а тепер вже 1 прав- 
нуки кожньої річниці смерті бл. п. 
о. Константина згадують його 
теплими словами як доброго, 
дбайливого та все веселого батька 
та дітуся. Вічная Йому Пам'ять! 


Миротворці повертаються з Лівану 
(ForUm)—21 березня, відповідно до Плану виведення 
військовослужбовців i техніки 3-го окремого інженерного батальйону 
ЗС України, який виконував завдання у складі Тимчасових Сил ООН 
в Лівані, до Львова прибула перша група українських миротворців. 
Як повідомили в управлінні прес-служби Міністерства оборони, 85 
військовослужбовців були доставлені літаком Ту-154 Державного 
підприємства Міноборони, інформує «УНІАН» . 
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Виступ учнів Рідної школи парафії ce. Юрія Переможця. 


«Твій дух між нами, 
Тарасе, батьку дорогий» 


Петро Саварин 

12-го березня, українська громада Едмонтону, з 
ініціятиви Едмонтонського відділу Конгресу укра- 
їнців Канади та Українського музичного товариства 
Альберти, у 145- ліття смерти Шевченка, мала при-- 
ємність взяти участь у дуже цікавому i гарному KOH— 
церті під заголовком «Тарас Шевченко- пророк». Бо 
що він пророк, ніхто зі щирих українців He CyMHiBa— 
ється. А пишу «у дуже цікавому і гарному концерті», 
бо хоча, як це традиційно бувало, не було T3.B. 
«головного промовця», то майже всі точки концерту 
і сам текст програми, побудований в основі на цита- 
тах і поезіях «Кобзаря», приготований Галею Кото-- 
вич, і чудове їх переведення виконавцями і Лілією 
Сухою, директором Курсів Українознавства iM. 
Івана Франка, більше як заступили його. 

Після традиційного «Заповіту» у зворушливому 
виконанні хору «Дніпро», і короткого вступного 
слова Люби Федущак, заступниці голови К УК, той 
же хор виконав теж «Сонце заходить» 1 «Садок 
вишневий коло хати», диригент - Марія Дитиняк, 
при фортепяні - Вікторія Ковальчук, солісти Оля 
Федеркевич, Леся Чумер і Уляна Канівець. Тоді 
ведуча програмою Лілія Суха, викликала моло-- 
деньку Маріянну Сех продеклямувати шевченкове 
«Мені однаково». Народню пісню «Не щебече соло-- 
вейко» і «Полюбила чорнобрива», уривок з поеми 
Шевченка «Тополя», з черги заспівала під звуки 
бандури Галина Грица, а тоді вийшла на сцену, у BU— 
шитих білих сорочках, Рідна школа (понад 70 учнів) 
парафії св. Юрія Переможця. Вони під аком- 
пан'ямент Лілеї Волянської, та диригентурою своїх 
учительок, виконали «Учітеся брати мої», «Твій дух 
між нами» і «Слава Кобзареві». Наступні точки: 
уривок з поеми «Варнак», у мистецькому читанні 
Романа Британа, і музичний «Романс» М. Кала- 
чевського у виконанні молоденької Катрусі Тарнав-- 
ської на фортепяні, а далі - дві пісні, «Думи мої» 1 
уривок з поеми «Іван Підкова» «Було колись в 
Україні», у виконанні квартету «Ре мінор» у складі 
Олеся 1 Маркіяна Лазурків, Миколи Білаша 1 Ореста 
Гроха. Тоді рецитаторка Оля Миц виконала «Хіба 
самому написать таки посланіє до себе». 

З черги тепло сприйняла публіка виступ жіночого 
ансамблю «Дніпрова хвиля» (музичний керівник - 
Марія Дитиняк, фортеп'яновий супровід - Ірина 
Тарнавська), який зі серцем виконав «Не щебече 
соловейко», «Ой три шляхи широкії» і «Якби мені 
черевики». Співали: Оля та Грина Федеркевич, 
Сузанна Романюк, Наталя Онищук, Уляна Канівець 
та Ксеня Мариняк. З передостанньою точкою, «Як 
почувавби себе Тарас Шевченко живучи в тепе- 
рішних часах» виступив студент Курсів україно- 
знавства Микола Середич. На закінчення виступив 
інструментальний ансамбль при Організації 
українок Канади «Чайка» під керівництвом Людвика 
Мар'янича. Цей ансамбль, в числі 6 осіб, з Гриною 
Тарнавською при фортеп'яні, бадьоро заграв: 
«Поклін тобі, Тарасе» і «Тече вода з під явора», Гай-- 
воронського, в'язанку «Тралала, тралала, на базарі 


- була», Заремби, і «У туркені по тім боці», Шевченка, 


в музичному оформленні Лисенка. 

У свому заключному слові Люба Бойко- Бел, го- 
лова Українського музичного товариства Альберти, 
сказала, що «з демократією в Україні ще є і ще буде 


багато проблем», але вона є, | «вже моляться на волі 
невольничі діти» і «домовляються зі сусідами як 
рівні з рівними». 

Концерт закінчився національним гимном «Ще не 
вмерла Україна», що його заспівали учні школи св. 
Юрія та інструментальний ансамбль на сцені разом 
і з учасниками на залі. ; 

Олесь Гончар, відомий письменник України 20— 
го століття, перед своєю смертю в 1995 році, у 
привіті учасникам Шевченківської конференції в 
Нью-Йорку писав: 

«Сама доля подарувала колись Україні 3a її страж-- 
дання генія дивовижного, генія всеосяжного - Тараса 
Шевченка. Шевченко був i лишається центральною 
духовною постаттю нашої історії та культури. 
Боротьба за Шевченка, проти Шевченка, довкола 
Шевченка, ніколи не припинялась, бо Шевченко i 
Україна це єдине ціле, неподільне. Хіба ж давно було, 
коли в Києві людей розганяли від пам'ятника Коб-- 
зареві, коли сексоти-кагебешники заносили в чорні 
списки кожного, хто зважувався покласти квіти 
Тарасові в день 22-го травня. Не забулось і те, з 
якими труднощами довелось свого часу відбороняти, 
повертати до «Кобзаря» шість чи не найсильніших 
його поезій, що їх перед тим, у керівному кабінеті, 
уявивши себе цензором, можновладний запроданець 
вилучив був на тій підставі, що вони, мовляв, 
ображають Москву. Відомо також, як доморощені 
нищителі-українофоби трощили університетський, | 
із заображенням поета, вітраж - прекрасне творіння 
Алли Горської та її друзів художників. A той нечу-- 
ваний злочин — підпал найбільшої київської біблі - 
отеки, вчинений напередодні Міжнародного Шев- 
ченківського Форуму в травні 1964 року! З усіх 
континентів їхали люди вклонитись генієві України, 
а Київ постав перед ними - ніби вже передвістя 
Чорнобиля - у сатанинських димах тоталітарного 
пожарища, де гинули сотні тисяч книг саме з укра- 
їніки, зокрема унікальних українських стародруків. 
Навіть і в нинішних умовах Тарас не дає спокою 
нашим недругам, і це є ознакою того, що Тарас живе, 
діє, разом зі всією Україною на сторожі нашої 
незалежності і нашого майбуття. 

Своїм високоморальним «Кобзарем», своїм апос-- 
тольським подвигом Шевченко більше, ніж будь хто, 
зробив для порятунку нації від занепаду, від знеду-- 
ховлення і розмивання, він повернув віру в себе, 
повернув дух стійкості, дух життя. Як велика, BO— 
істину божественна сила, Шевченко сьогодні єднає 

все світове українство. Наші думки з-над Дніпра 
линуть до Вас, наші дорогі брати і сестри, ми 
повсякчас пам'ятаємо про ті благородні діяння, що 
їх ви в діяспорі звершуєте з іменем Кобзаря, надто 
ж високо пошановує Україна плідну діяльність 
славетного Наукового товариства ім. Шевченка. Як 
і за минулих часів, сьогодні Шевченко потрібен нам 
у всій своїй цільності, не зруйнованості кожного 
рядка, в могутній єднаючій силі, бо в образі Кобзаря 
живе для нас сама душа народу, українська душа. 
Щоб нам вистояти у ці нелегкі часи, щоб утримати 
над собою небо незалежності, потрібні плечі гіган- 
тів. I перший з-поміж них, чиє плече відчуваємо, це 
він - Тарас Шевченко. Тож славмо його, бережімо 
його, нашого Світоча. Слава Тарасові! Слава Укра- 
тні! 1995, Київ». 
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Tarasyuk visits 


By E. Morgan Williams, 
Publisher and Editor, The Action 
Ukraine Report, March 11, 2006 

Ukzainian Foreign Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk held an historic meeting 
with U.S. President George Bush 
near the end of his highly success- 
ful two-day official trip to Washing- 
ton. The two met early in the after- 
noon on March 10 in the Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building in Wash- 
ington. During the meeting Tarasyuk 
conveyed an invitation by President 
Viktor Yushchenko to President 
George Bush to visit Ukraine. 

Minister Tarasyuk had a sched- 
uled meeting with Stephen Hadley, 
Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs, and Presi- 
dent Bush joined the meeting. Min- 
ister Tarasyuk had originally been 
planning to go to New York on 
March 10 and have a series of meet- 
ings. But when the opportunity to 
meet with President Bush became a 
possibility on March 9, the trip to 
New York was cancelled. The For- 
eign Minister and his delegation left 
for Kyiv soon after the meeting with 
President Bush. 

According to news sources Presi- 
dent Bush said Ukraine is a positive 
example of democratic values in the 
world. Bush and Tarasiuk discussed 
a wide range of issues concerning 
bilateral relations, particularly, ways 
to strengthen strategic partnership 
between them in new conditions, 
Washington’s assistance in 
Ukraine’s integration into Euro-At- 
lantic institutions, and economic 
cooperation, Ukraine’s Foreign 
Ministry said. 

It is reported Tarasyuk and Bush 
also discussed the upcoming parlia- 
mentary election in Ukraine and the 
three major milestones that were 
reached between the U.S. and 
Ukraine in the previous three weeks 
— Ukraine’s graduation to Market 
Economy status, the March 6 bilat- 
eral agreement which is needed by 
Ukraine for its drive to become a 
member of the WTO and the lifting 
of the Jackson-Vanik restristions, 

March 10 Tarasyuk met at the 
Ukrainian Embassy with leaders of 
the Ukrainian American Commu- 


President George W. Bush meets with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk, at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington. 


White House Photo by Paul Morse 


nity. Tarasyuk said Ukraine is now 
in a better position to work closely 
with the Ukrainian American Com- 
munity and to provide some funds 
for a Cultural Center at the Embassy 
that would assist in providing more 
information in the U.S. about Ukrai- 
nian culture. 

The Foreign Minister said The 
Fourth World Congress of Ukraini- 
ans will take place on Aug. 18-20 in 
Kyiv right before Independence Day 
celebrations. The Congress will re- 
ceive some financial support from 
the government. 

The Foreign Minister had separate 
meetings on March 9 with Vice 
President Dick Cheney and with 
Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice. Cheney is said to have assisted 
in arranging the meeting between 
Tarasyuk and Bush. 

March 9, in addition to the meet- 
ings with U.S. government officials 
Tarasyuk visited the Monument to 
Taras Shevchenko in Washington. 
Tarasyuk placed flowers at the 
Monument in commemoration of 
the 192" birthday of Shevchenko. 

The foreign minister had lunch on 
March 9 at the Hay Adams Hotel 
with a group of business leaders in- 
terested in Ukraine brought together 
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 

Ukraine proposes new prospects 


for American business and invest- 
ments,” Tarasyuk stated. “The politi- 
cal and economic situation in Ukraine 
is very pro-business and there are 
now new possibilities provided by the 
Ukrainian market for American busi- 
nessmen and investors.” 

Some of the U.S. companies rep- 
resented at the business luncheon 
were The Boeing Company; 
Lockheed Martin; Greenberg 
Tausig, LIP; ASE Inc, a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of Booz Allen; 
SigmaBleyzer Emerging Markets 
Private Equity Investment Group; 
Wilmer Hale law firm and the Cen- 
ter for Private Enterprise (CIPE). 

Later that day, Tarasyuk gave a 
major foreign policy lecture to a large 
audience at The Bookings Institute. 
A meeting at the US Department of 
Defense also took place and the For- 
eign Minister of Ukraine thanked de- 
partment for helping Ukraine to de- 
stroy surplus military stockpiles and 
useless munitions and weapons. Dur- 
ing the meeting the issues of the prac- 
tical implementation of the course of 
moving Ukraine towards the Euro- 
Atlantic integration, the collabora- 
tion in restoring Iraq, and some as- 
pects of the bilateral collaboration in 
the military sphere were discussed 
according to the press service of the 
Foreign Ministry. 


U.S. Congress lifts 
Jackson-Vanik restrictions 


By Julie A. Corwin 


(RFE/RL)—On March 8, the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives passed a bill permanently exempting Ukraine 
from trade restrictions imposed under the 1974 Jack- 
son-Vanik amendment, which ties trade status to the 


rights of Jews to emigrate. 


The timing of the bill’s passage was not accidental. 
March 9 marked the beginning of a two-day official 
Visit to Washington by Ukraine’s Foreign Minister 
Borys Tarasyuk. The legislation passed the Senate by 
unanimous consent late that day in the presence of 


Tarasyuk. 


Congressman Curt Weldon (Republican, Pennsylva- 
nia) noted on the floor of the House: “President 
Yushchenko has continuously called for this action that 
we take today and certainly the timing is appropriate 
because in several weeks Ukraine will elect anew Rada 
[parliament]. This sends a signal that Ukraine now has 
the full and equal respect of the government and of the 


people of the United States.” 


Yushchenko called for lifting Jackson-Vanik soon af- 
ter assuming office. And when he visited theOUnited 
StatesDinApril 2005, the Ukrainian leader made such 
an appeal when he addressed a joint session of Con- 
gress: “Members of Congress, I’m calling on you to 
lift the Jackson-Vanik amendment, to make this step 
towards Ukraine. Tear down this wall.” 

Ukraine has benefited from a series of annual waiy- 
ers of Jackson-Vanik, but its permanent graduation from 
the trade restrictions will make it possible for the U.S.- 


Ukraine bilateral WTO agreement to take effect. That 


agreement was signed March 6 (See Ukrainian News, 
March 8-21, 2006). In February, the United 
StatesOgranted Ukraine “market-economy” statusThe 
lifting of the Jackson-Vanik amendment represents the 


final milestone in the normalization of trade relations 


between the U.S. and Ukraine. 

The Jackson-Vanik amendment was passed more than 
30 years ago to pressure the Soviet Union to allow the 
emigration of Jews. Congressman Tom Lantos (D-Cali- 
fornia) said that he supportedOitheDrecentObill “reluct 


and with reservations.” 


“Like all of our colleagues, I welcome the democratic 
strides that Ukraine has taken since the Orange Revo- 
lution, and I want to note that the country has met the 
basic narrow condition for lifting Jackson-Vanik restric- 
tions: Jews are allowed to emigrate from Ukraine,” 
Lantos said.’But І am very deeply concerned about th 
larger human rights questions and particularly the fail- 
ure to deal with rampant anti-Semitism in Ukraine.” 

Lantos said in his remarks on the floor that he is ex- 
pecting the Ukrainian government to revoke the license 
for an accredited local university, the Interregional 
Academy for Personnel Management, which he accused 
of fomenting anti-Semitism. According to the Anti- 
Defamation League, U.S. white supremacist leader and 
former head of the Ku Klux Klan David Duke was 
awarded a doctorate for a thesis on Zionism and was a 
key participant in the university's 2005 conference on 
“Zionism: Threat to World Peace.” 
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Jennie Mary 
Smoly Caruthers 


January 8, 2006 


August 18, 1941 - 


Jennie Caruthers of Boulder, 
Colorado passed away on Sunday, 
January 8, 2006 at age 64 from com- 
plications related to cancer of un- 
known origin. Jennie has lived in 
Boulder since 1973. 

Jennie was born August 18, 1941 
in Val d’Or, Quebec, Canada to her 
parents John and Mary Smoly. 
Growing up in Canada gave Jennie 
the opportunity to live and enjoy life 
in three cultures — English, French 
and Ukrainian. She was fluent in 
these three languages and also had 
a working knowledge of several oth- 
ers including Swedish and Russian. 

After graduating from Percival 
High School in Val d’ Or, Jennie con- 
tinued her education at McGill Uni- 
versity where she received both her 
B.S. and PhD in Biochemistry by the 
age of 23 years. From McGill, 
Jennie became an Assistant Re- 
search Professor at the Enzyme In- 
stitute, University of Wisconsin. 
There she met “the love of her life”, 
Marvin Caruthers. They were mar- 
ried on October 9, 1971 and moved 
initially to Boston and then Boul- 
der, Colorado. 

Jennie’s career included work in 
research, teaching and patent law. 
She was a Principal Associate in 
Neurology, Harvard Medical School 
and a Senior Research Associate in 


the Department of M. C. D. Biol- 


ogy, University of Colorado, Boul- 
der. During the course of this work, 
she published numerous important 
manuscripts in several leading sci- 
entific journals. She then accepted 
a teaching position as Associate Pro- 
fessor Adjunct, Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry, Uni- 
versity of Colorado and taught 
chemistry and biochemistry for 
many years. 

Jennie’s career then changed fo- 
cus and she joined the law firm of 
Greenlee Winner and Sulivan where 
she was a Patent Agent with a spe- 


cialty in Biotechnology. 

Jennie volunteered her time over 
the years to many local causes. 
Among others, she was a member 
of Governor Lamm’s Science and 
Technology Advisory Council, 
President of the Mesa Swim Club 
and a member of the Boulder Com- 
munity Hospital Foundation Board 
of Trustees. She was also active with 
the Board of Trustees at the Univer- 
sity of Puget Sound in Tacoma, 
Washington. 

Jennie is survived by her loving 
husband, Marvin Caruthers, two pre- 
cious sons, Jonathan and Andrew, a 
dear daughter-in-law Alyssa and a 
cherished grandson Alexander. She is 
also survived by her devoted mother, 
Mary Smoly and her sister and best 
friend Sally. Jennie will be forever 
remembered-as a caring and giving 
mother who took her work, her fam- 
ily and her play seriously. She ітау- 
eled extensively with her husband 
and family, loved to dance and to 
build (or re-design) family homes. 
She would like us to remember her 
and to honor her by living our lives 
to the fullest as she lived every day 
of her life. She will be remembered 
always and missed dearly. God bless 
and good-bye from all of us. 
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Ukraine second 
best at Paralympics 


(UkrNews/Paralympic 
Website) - Ukraine won the second 
highest medal total of all countries 
at the 2006 Paralympics held in 
Torino, Italy, March 10-19. 

These games, which are officially 
reserved for athletes with disabili- 
ties, are held every four years paral- 
lel to the Olympics. 

Ukraine won a total of 25 medals 
— seven gold, nine silver and nine 
bronze, second only to Russia with 
33 medals — 13 gold, 13 silver and 
seven bronze. 

Valeriy Sushkevich, president of 
the Ukrainian Paralympic Commit- 
tee, attributed Ukraine’s remarkable 
success to three factors. 

“First of all there is the extraordi- 
nary team that we have built and ’'m 
not only talking about the athletes, 
but particularly the trainers, coaches, 
assistants. Take into account the fact 
that it all started only ten years ago 
when we went to ‘learn’ at the 
Paralympics in Lillehammer and 
Nagano. Today we know how to be 
very competitive, thanks also to the 
hard training that we make our ath- 
letes do. On the beaches of the Black 
Sea we have an avant-garde centre 
for sport for people with a disabil- 
ity, which also our Olympic Com- 
mittee has asked to use,” he said. 

“The second reason is certainly 
the Ukraine state education system, 
which foresees easy access to sport 
for people with a disability, starting 
from school. We are the only coun- 


Torino 2006 Paralympic Games 
Medal Standings 


Russia 13 
Ukraine 
Germany 
France 
Austria 
Canada 
U.S.A. 
Japan 
Belarus 
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Slovakia 
Czech Rep. 
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Sweden 
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try in the world to have a system like 
this. We wanted it and were able to 
build it only after the end of the So- 
viet Union, when finally society 
began not to exclude people with a 
disability. 

“The third reason for our success 
is probably the desire of people with 
a disability to finally come out into 
the open. After many years in the 
dark, we really have been ‘reborn’,” 
he added. 

Leading the way for Ukraine was 
Olena Iurkovska with four golds 
(Biathlon Women’s 10 km — Sitting, 
Cross-Country Skiing Women’s 2.5 
km - Sitting, Biathlon Women’s 7.5 
km — Sitting, Cross-Country Skiing 
Women’s 5 km — Sitting), one sil- 
ver (Cross-Country Skiing Women’s 
10 km — Sitting) and shared a bronze 
in the Cross-Country Skiing 
Women’s Relay 3x2.5 km. 

“T never thought ГА win all these 
gold medals, but I am very happy, 
above all because I care about my 
country’s flag,” said lurkovska , who 
won 1 silver and 3 bronze in Salt 
Lake City in 2002. 

Тигії Kostiuk won a gold medal 
in Cross-Country Skiing Men’s 15 
km — Sitting, two silvers (Cross- 
Country Skiing Men’s 5 km - Sit- 
ting, Biathlon Men’s 7.5 km — Sit- 
ting) and one bronze (Cross-Coun- 
try Skiing Men’s 10 km). 

“I knew that I could aim for a 
medal in this last event,” he said of 
his gold medal win.” I had put all 
my hopes on the 15km because I 
prefer this specialty, but it was not 
easy for me to completely believe 
in winning it. Now I will enjoy my 
success”’. 

Other gold medal winners were 
Vitaliy Lukyanenko, who won the 
Biathlon Men’s 12.5 km - Visually 
Impaired event, and a silver in 
Biathlon Men’s 7.5 km - Visually 
Impaired, and Oleh Munts, who won 
the Cross-Country Skiing Men’s 20 
km - Visually Impaired event. Both 
Lukyanenko and Munts shared the 
bronze in the Cross-Country Skiing 
Men’s Relay 1x3.75 km + 2x5 km 
with Vladyslav Morozoy. 

Another outstanding performer 
was Yuliya Batenkova who won two 
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Turii Kostiuk 


silvers (Biathlon Women’s 12.5 km 
— Standing, Cross-Country Skiing 
Women’s 10 km — Standing) two 
bronze (Cross-Country Skiing 
Women’s 5 km — Standing, Cross- 
Country Skiing Women’s 15 km - 
Standing) and shared another bronze 
in the Cross-Country Skiing 


Women’s Relay 3x2.5 km. 
Lyudmyla Pavlenko took one sil- 
ver (Biathlon Women’s 10 km — Sit- 
ting), two bronze (Cross-Country 
Skiing Women’s 2.5 km — Sitting, 
Biathlon Women’s 7.5 km — Sitting) 
and was the third member of the 
bronze-medal 3X2.5 km relay team. 


Silver medals were also won by 
Tetyana Smyrnova (Biathlon 
Women’s 12.5 km - Visually Im- 
paired) and Svitlana Tryfonova 
(Biathlon Women’s 7.5 km — Sit- 
ting), while Serhiy Khyzhnyak took 
the bronze in Biathlon Men’s 7.5 km 
— Sitting. 


Ukraine sees a bright future on the slopes 


By Otto Pohl, The New York Times, March 6, 2006 

What does a young man fresh out of college in the 
poverty-stricken Carpathian Mountains of western 
Ukraine do with his life? 

The ski industry helped the Carpathian Mountains 
region of Ukraine pull out of an economic slump caused 
by the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Selling mushrooms by the roadside, a common ca- 
reer path here, was not quite what Yuri Dobrovolsky 
had in mind. It would be better, he thought, to start a 
ski area. 

So, too, did a number of well-heeled investors. With 
master plans from Canada, high-speed lifts from Aus- 
tria and $125 million in start-up capital, Dobrovolsky’s 
Bukovel resort is the most significant investment in 
the region. 

No great claim for this distant land of weathered 
wood houses and horse-drawn carriages in this Гуапо- 
Frankivsk oblast, or administrative region. But if in- 
vestment plans for the next few years are met, Bukovel 
will be one of the largest ski resorts in the world, with 
more guest accommodations than megaresorts like 
Whistler, BC, or even Vail. 

Plans call for a total of US$1 billion to be invested 
by 2010, when the resort will have 26 lifts and 75 miles 
of trails, said Dobrovolsky, now 31. The airport in 
nearby Ivano-Frankovsk is slated for expansion to 
handle international visitors. 

Bukovel, while hundreds of miles from a major in- 
ternational city, lies at the heart of a vast area of rap- 
idly developing economies and a growing middle class 
that thirsts for amenities. In fact, skiing is a good indi- 
cator of a developing middle class, said Don Murray, 
vice president of Ecosign, one of the world’s largest 
mountain resort designers and creator of Bukovel’s 
master plan. 

“Eastern Europe and China is where the growth cur- 
rently is,” he said in an interview in February, adding 
that Bukovel was probably the largest ski resort in the 
world under development. 

“We saw the market opportunity not only for tour- 
ism, but for building an entire market,” said Bogdan 
Lesiuk, the regional director of the Ukrainian bank 
Privatbank, who led his company’s negotiations to in- 
vest in the resort in 2002. Profit will come not only 
from the ski resort, he said, but from the other busi- 
nesses made possible because of the visitor traffic. 
“Mountain streams all flow together into a big river,” 
he said. 

That river is still in the future. For now, the enor- 
mous base area dwarfs the scattered restaurants, ski 
rental shops, hotel complex and sleigh horses used to 
bring visitors from nearby hotels and, sometimes, to 
pull cars out of snowbanks. 

But construction cranes sway and the resort already 
bustles with visitors in bright snow outfits, clomping 
from the parking lots to the lifts in the latest ski boots. 
The resort equipment is brand new, from Doppelmayr 
high-speed quad lifts to bar code ticket scanners. 


With 600,000 visitors expected by the end of this 
season, Bukovel is already altering life in this region 
of 1.4 million inhabitants. Sport utility vehicles with | 
Thule ski racks zip past people pushing battered milk 
cans on wheelbarrows. In local markets, entrepreneurs 
offer old, scratched Volkl skis for about $50. 

The Soviet collapse in 1991 hit this region hard. The 
wood mill in Vorokhta, for example, closed a decade 
ago, eliminating the only significant employer in this 
city of 8,000. 

So the influx is welcome to people like Halena 
Heredijuk and her husband, Yuri, who rent two rooms 
in their home to visiting skiers and recently began build- 
ing a guesthouse. About a third of villagers offer rooms 
for overnight stays, and everyone is discussing the sky- 
rocketing value of real estate. 

The Heredijuks plan to sell a 3.7 acre lot they esti- 
mate is worth $300,000 and to build a small hotel with 
the proceeds. 

In nearby Kolomyya, Vitaliy Pavliuk runs a small 
hotel, which he fills with skiers willing to exchange 
the 45-minute commute to Bukovel for cheaper accom- 
modations. He is working with investors on a new ski 
hotel in the mountains. 

“Now that I’ve done this first hotel, I want more,” 
he said. “Everything is possible now.” 

Others agree. “There are 20 places you could build 
a ski resort,” said Arkadiy Mudraninets, who aban- 
doned a classical music career when his orchestra in 
nearby Uzhhorod went bankrupt in the wake of the 
Soviet Union’s collapse. He has built a new career as a 
ski instructor. 

The closest competitor to Bukovel is Dragobrat. a 
resort with Soviet- era roots but now upgraded with 
used European equipment. Up a 12-mile dirt-and-snow 
road passable only with military-grade trucks, 
Dragobrat offers Ukraine’s highest skiing and many 
say its best. 

Yuri Bidniy, 54, one of Dragobrat’s owners, says their 
$1.5 million investment attracted plenty of local atten- 
tion, but that it was not always desirable. “The local 
prosecutor, the police, the fire department, they all came 
for their bribes.” 

Since Ukraine’s Orange Revolution in 2004, how- 
ever, local officials have not bothered him, Bidniy said. 
These days, his guests are a more likely source of gray 
hair. , 

“Two young kids on snowboards came in after mid- 
night and emptied a fire extinguisher on a sleepy pro- 
fessor who opened his door,” he said. “I don’t let 
snowboarders into the hotel anymore.” 

Bidniy and Mudraninets know that a vibrant ski in- 
dustry is just one step in the right direction for a poor 
country. 

“Tf I had a lot of money, ГА rebuild the Uzhhorod 
orchestra,” Mudraninets said. “It’s the sign of a good 
city. Good roads and a good symphony orchestra. When 
we have those things, you know Ukraine will have ar- 
rived.” 
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Kyiv reopening Ше door to RosUkrEnergo 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko and some government authorities 
seem again to endorse the deeply damaging gas deals 
signed on Jan. 4 and Feb. 2 with Gazprom’s shadowy 
offshoot RosUkrEnergo. Yushchenko had ignored wide- 
spread criticism of those agreements, until unpublicized 
U.S. and EU intercessions persuaded him to shelve the 
deal, pending the March 26 parliamentary elections and 
formation of a new government that could exclude 
RosUkrEnergo from whatever agreements are eventu- 
ally reached with Moscow. 

In а March 14 news conference, however, 
Yushchenko again defended those deals. He argued that: 

» RosUkrEnergo would only operate on Russian ter- 
ritory, not in Ukraine; 

e The Russian state, not Ukraine, had designated 
RosUkrEnergo as the transit operator; 

» Official Kyiv has appealed to the Russian govern- 
ment, Gazprom, and Raiffeisen Bank for help to find 
out who is behind RosUkrEnergo, but has not found 
out; 

» Kyiv is satisfied that no Ukrainian state entity is 
among RosUkrEnergo’s owners. 

The implication is that Ukraine has done what it could 
in this regard and the deal with RosUkrEnergo can go 
ahead. Minister of Foreign Affairs Borys Tarasyuk also 
declared in Washington that the gas deal will be imple- 
mented for lack of other options, despite its being “far 
from transparent” and other flaws . 

Yushchenko’s four arguments had long been dis- 
proved by critics and the leaked texts of the originally 
secret agreements: 

» RosUkrEnergo would operate within Ukraine as 
well, through the UkrGazEnergo joint company set up 
by RosUkrEnergo with Naftohaz Ukrainy, sharing 
Ukraine’s internal distribution market; 

e Few key Ukrainian government officials worked 
with the Russian side to insert RosUkrEnergo into these 
deals; 

¢ Official Kyiv prefers to plead ignorance or agnos- 
ticism about RosUkrEnergo and other shadowy aspects 
of the gas deals, ever since the presidency last Septem- 
ber quashed the National Security Service’s investiga- 
tion into the matter; and 

e Kyiv is not addressing the high probability (widely 
reported by the Ukrainian press) that influential Ukrai- 
nian individuals with official connections may be in- 
volved with RosUkrEnergo and Gazprom. 

Thus, the president’s comments seem to presage an 


attempt to rehabilitate and reactivate these discredited 
agreements in the post-election period. Yushchenko had 
initially gone all out to advocate for this gas deal, but 
changed his stand suddenly on Feb. 14, when the presi- 
dential press service announced in his name that the 
deal was on hold due to lack of information about 
RosUkrEnergo and concern about damage to Ukraine’s 
own business reputation. For the next 30 days, the presi- 
dent avoided addressing this subject publicly. His 
March 14 remarks fit in with ongoing moves by other 
Ukrainian authorities to begin implementing the gas 
deal while the public’s attention is riveted on electoral 
politics. 

On March 9, Ukraine’s National Energy Regulatory 
Commission awarded a five-year license to the 
UkrGazEnergo closed joint-stock company to deliver 
gas on Ukraine’s internal market. UkrGazEnergo is a 
joint venture of RosUkrEnergo and Naftohaz Ukrainy 
and was created by the secret Feb. 4 agreement that 
triggered a storm of criticism when it was leaked. Thus, 
Gazprom — acting via RosUkrEnergo and 
UkrGazEnergo, is capturing a share of Ukraine’s mar- 
ket and access to the internal infrastructure. The Regu- 
latory Commission’s move also seems designed to 
make certain that RosUkrEnergo via UkrGazEnergo 
enters Ukraine to stay. 

Ina March 14 news conference, Ukraine’s Anti-Mo- 
nopoly Committee chairman Oleksiy Kostusyev infor- 
mally gave RosUkrEnergo a clean bill of health. De- 
claring, “there is nothing hidden there,” Kostusyev ex- 
plained. “The entire information on RosUkrEnergo is 
classified as confidential or for official use only, and 
can only be released at the request of courts or an offi- 
cial investigation”. This statement would seem to con- 
tradict Yushchenko’s comments made that same day. 
Kostusyev is a candidate for parliament for the Party 
of Regions. However, support for RosUkrEnergo and 
UkrGazEnergo by a handful of strategically placed of- 
ficials clearly cuts across partisan lines, given the fact 
that Ivchenko is Yushchenko’s choice for Naftohaz chief 
and his political ally in the Our Ukraine bloc. 

Taken together, these moves seem designed to keep 
the Jan. 4 and Feb. 2 agreements alive, implement at 
least some of their provisions, and cement 
RosUkrEnergo’s role as intermediary. If this is done, 
Kyiv would severely weaken its case for dropping out 
of that agreement after the election. 


EU, Ukraine, Georgia study gas pipeline 


(Ukrainian Journal) —The European Union, Ukraine 
and Georgia have been studying construction of a $2 
billion natural gas pipeline that would get them access 
to Central Asian gas bypassing Russia, a newswire re- 
ported March 10. 

The pipeline, which would link Georgia and Ukraine 
across the Black Sea, would be hooked up with a Ukrai- 
nian gas pipeline network that is already moving up to 
20% of Europe’s gas needs. 

Five undisclosed companies have been already work- 
ing on assessing the project that would strengthen 
Europe’s energy security by diversifying gas imports 
away from heavy reliance on Russia. 

“From gas producers to shippers and consumers — 
everybody is interested in this project,” Georgiy 
Vashakmadze, a member of a team studying the pipe- 
line, said at an energy conference in Tbilisi, according 
to Interfax. 

The comment is the first evidence that a multilateral 
team has been working on the project, two months af- 
ter Russia has shut gas deliveries to Ukraine causing 

supply disruptions throughout Europe in January. 

Ukraine, Georgia and Azerbaijan already discussed 


the project in June 2005, but joining of EU specialists 
to the discussion brings in political weight that is re- 
quired for the project to succeed. 

The project comes in line with an on-going shift in 
regional energy policies in Central and Eastern Europe 
following the gas supply disruptions seen by many as 
Russia’s attempt to tilt political balances in the region. 

Eight Central European countries, including Hun- 
gary, Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Croatia, 
Slovenia, Romania and Austria, met in Budapest in 
January seeking greater energy diversification. 

Similar consultations have been held within GUAM, 
a group of Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Moldova, 
that had suffered from Russia’s gas supply cut. 

The 1,000-kilometer pipeline would link Ukraine and 
Georgia, giving access to gas deposits in Azerbaijan and 
Iran. But it could also be extended from Azerbaijan across 
the Caspian Sea to Turkmenistan, one of the world’s larg- 
est gas sources. Turkmenistan has been exporting much 
of its gas output to Ukraine via a gas pipeline going 
through Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Russia. The only 
existing pipeline link currently makes Turkmenistan vul- 
nerable and dependent on Russia, analysts said. 


Ukraine’s economic growth accelerates 


(Ukrainian Journal) - Ukraine’s economic growth ac- 
celerated in February for the first time over the past 14 
months, fueling optimism within the government that 
this year’s expansion will be stronger than had been 
earlier expected. 

The economy expanded 2.2% on the year in Febru- 
ary, compared with 0.9% on year growth in January, 
Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurov said March 13 cit- 
ing preliminary figures. 

The figures appear to be so optimistic that the gov- 
ernment has been already working on revising its 2006 
on-year economic growth forecast to about 6%, up from 
2.6%, Yekhanurov said. 

The development is a good news for ХекПапигоу, 
who has been seeking to trigger economic acceleration 
ever since he had replaced populist Yulia Tymoshenko 
on the post in September 2005. 

“It’s a good trend,” Valeriy Lytvytskiy, a senior 
economist at the National Bank of Ukraine, said in 


comments posted by UFS newswire on March 13. “A 
success or a failure [in January and February] usually 
has a major impact on annual results.” 

Ukraine’s stronger-than-expected performance in 
February shows the economy has been successfully 
weathering a major negative shock caused by a 90% 
hike in natural gas price since the beginning of the year. 

Ukraine’s cumulative economic growth was reported 
at 1.5% on the year in January-February, up from 0.9% 
in January, suggesting that the economy has been pick- 
ing up the pace of growth. 

The acceleration follows a 14-month period of dis- 
appointing statistics that have been showing steady eco- 
nomic slowdown since January 2005 due to external 
and domestic factors, analysts said. 

Lytvytskiy said recovering industrial and retail sec- 
tors, as well as signs of improvement in the construc- 
tion sector, contributed the most to the economic ac- 
celeration in February. 
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Wealth of Ukraine’s richest 
man down 30% 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Falling steel prices and a re-privatization action 
from the government have lowered the wealth of Ukraine’s richest man, 
Rinat Akhmetoy, by almost 30% over the past 12 months, according to 
Forbes magazine. 

Akhmetov, 39, whose biggest assets are in steel and mining sectors, is 
now worth $1.7 bln, down from $2.4 bln a year ago, Forbes reported March 
9 in an annual survey of the world’s billionaires. 

Akhmetovy is running for a seat in Parliament at the March 26 election 
and is thought to be the key financial sponsor of the Regions Party, the 
front-runner in opinion polls. 

Akhmetov’s managers and business partners dominate the list of the 
Regions Party and will probably end up in Parliament to become the big- 
gest group that may challenge the government. 

Two other Ukrainians made it on the list of the world’s billionaires, 
including Viktor Pinchuk, the son-in-law of former President Leonid 
Kuchma, and Serhiy Taruta. 

The fortune of Pinchuk, 45, who owns steel pipe making companies, 
ferroalloy plant and television channels, fell to $1.2 bln from $1.3 bin a 
year ago, Forbes reported. Taruta, 51, who owns assets in steel and min- 
ing, boosted his wealth to $1.2 bln from $1 bln, according to the maga- 
zine. 

In addition to a 30% drop in steel prices, Pinchuk and Akhmetoy both 
received a major blow last year when the government had cancelled a 
controversial 2004 privatization of Ukraine’s largest steel mill 
Kryvorizhstal. 

Akhmetov and Pinchuk paid $800 min for 93% stake in Kryvorizhstal 
in June 2004, but the government in October 2005 re-sold the stake at 
$4.8 bln to Mittal Steel, the world’s No. 1 steelmaker. 

Lakshmi Mittal, 56, the owner of Mittal Steel, is currently the world’s 
No. 5 richest man with assets worth at $23.5 bln, down from $25 bln a 
year ago, according to Forbes. 

Bill Gates, 50, the chairman of Microsoft, a computer software giant, 
leads the list of the world’s richest people with a net worth of $50 bln, up 
from $46.5 bln a year ago, according to Forbes. 

Warren Buffet, 75, the chairman of Berkshire Hathaway and the world’s 
No. 2 richest man, is worth $42 bln, down from $44 bin a year ago, Forbes 
reported. 

The magazine counted 793 billionaires around the globe, with a total 
net worth of $2.6 trillion, up 18% from last year largely because of strong 
stock performance, Forbes said. 

Forbes ranked Akhmetov as the world’s No. 451 billionaire, while 
Pinchuk and Taruta shared No. 645. 


Rada again bans Nikopol sale 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 15 voted to include the 
Nikopol Ferroalloys Plant on a list of enterprises that cannot be privatized 
in 2006-2007, Interfax-Ukraine reported. Parliament endorsed a similar 
bill in February, but it was subsequently vetoed by President Viktor 
Yushchenko. 

In January, the Supreme Court ruled that the 2003 sale of a 25 percent 
stake in Nikopol for some US$80 million to Viktor Pinchuk, the son-in- 
law of former President Leonid Kuchma, was illegal and returned it to the 
state. The government intended to sell а 50 percent stake plus one share in 
Nikopol at an open auction later this year. 
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WTO deadline mid-May 


(Ukrainian Journal Staff)— Ukraine plans to complete all remaining bilat- 
eral talks on joining the World Trade Organization before the middle of 
May, the Economy Ministry said in a statement March 17. The deadline 
shows high level of optimism within the government after Ukraine has 
signed a crucial market access agreement with the U.S. earlier this month. 


First corporate default likely 

(Ukrainian Journal) — A major Ukrainian grain trader failed to make timely 
payment on 50 million hryvnias corporate bonds in what is increasingly 
likely to become the country’s first corporate debt default, a newswire 
reported. Agroproduct, the biggest grain and oilseed trader in the southern 
Ukraine, is apparently unable to redeem the three-year bonds maturing in 
April, Ukrayinski Novyny reported citing Credit-Rating, a Ukrainian credit 
rating agency. 


Exploration agreements expected 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the state oil and gas company, 
and Royal Dutch Shell plan within a month to sign an agreement over 
joint exploration and extraction of natural gas in Ukraine, officials said 
March 13. Energy and Fuel Minister Ivan Plachkov and Naftogaz chair- 
man Oleksiy Ivchenko met senior officials from Shell Central Europe Ser- 
vices Company Limited in Kyiv on March 11 to discuss the projects. 


Trade deficit $373.5 mln in January 


(Ukrainian Journal) - Ukraine recorded a major deficit in trade with goods 
and commodities in January reflecting a 90% hike in prices of natural gas 
and causing a downward pressure on the hryvnia. Ukraine ran a US$373.5 
million deficit in January, reversing almost $690 million surplus in January 
2005, according to a report by the State Statistics Committee on March 14. 


Ukraine to diversify energy security 

(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine will rely on nuclear power, coal and natu- 
ral gas sectors during the next 25 years in order to enhance its energy 
security, according to a program approved by the government March 15. 
The program seeks to reduce the country’s dependence on Russia as the 
main source of energy. 
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Chester and Luba Kuc in front of one of the displays. 


Kuc Pysanka exhibit opens 
at Royal Alberta Museum 


(UkrNews)—A special exhibition, Pysanky: the Art and Passion of 
Chester Kuc opened at the Royal Alberta Museum, March 18. 

This is unusual for the provincial museum, which does not as a rule 
show exhibitions by individual artists. 

In 2003, Chester Kuc embarked on an ambitious project forming the 
heart of the new. Drawing from museum collections and contemporary 
research, Kuc has ‘written’ more than 2,500 pysanky reflecting the re- 
gional traditions of this Ukrainian folk art. 

“The purpose of this collection of pysanky is to bring an awareness of 
the beauty and creativity of designs, which range from the very simple to 
the more intricate and complex designs and colors depending on which 
village, district or region of Ukraine they originated,” said Kuc at a media 
preview of his exhibit, March 16. 

Chester and Luba Kuc have long been stars in the Ukrainian cultural 
scene. Founders of both the Shumka and Cheremosh Ukrainian dance 
companies, they have worked tirelessly promoting Ukrainian heritage 
locally, nationally and internationally. But their passion for their heritage 
goes beyond dance and performance; it permeates their lives and their 
home is a testament to their love of Ukrainian traditions and art. 

Inspired by a visit to Ukraine in the 1980s, Chester began to record and 
preserve the traditional Pysanky designs that were slowly disappearing 
from North America as well as Ukraine. What started as a small project 
has grown and, every time Kuc believes he is close to the end, he finds 
yet another sample of a design that he has never before seen 

“Our pysanky are becoming works of art, but we are losing the true 
meaning with the absence of the symbols, which were written as magical 
symbols linked to ancient beliefs and having magical powers. 

“Tt is for this reason, I was losing interest in writing pysanky as they 
were becoming repetitive in designs and truly had no meaning. Writing 
became a competition of who could write the finest and most intricate 
design. After you view this collection, I think you will understand the 
reason for my reproducing ‘traditional’ designs’, he said. 

Кис noted that pysanka writing in Canada came with the Ukrainian 
pioneers who settled 115 years ago and brought with them their tradi- 
tions, customs and colorful folk arts. 

“Here, the tradition of writing pysanky has been passed down from one 
generation to another. We find school children and adults flocking to work- 
shops where they learn this folk art. It is no longer just a springtime hobby 
for Ukrainians — it is mainstream Canadian. 

“Pysanky in Canada have evolved and we now find that we have cre- 
ated a Ukrainian Canadian style where emphasis is placed on designs 
which are more complex with emphasis on the writing being meticulous, 
precise and very fine.” 

The exhibition lasts until May 7. 
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UCPBE film fest 


(UkrNews) — Over 600 people at- 
tended the second annual Ukrainian 
Film Festival, organized by the 
Ukrainian Professional and Busi- 
ness Club of Edmonton, March 9 — 
12, doubling the previous year’s at- 
tendance. 

“I’m very pleased,” said Festival 
Committee Chair Tamara Tatuch. 
“This shows we are definitely on the 
right track.” 

Tatuch said the response was par- 
ticularly good for the children’s car- 
toons held March 9. 

The festival was co-sponsored by 
the Alberta Foundation for Ukrai- 
nian Education Society and Capital 
City Savings. 

The highlight of the festival was 
the two screenings of “Mamay”, a 
full-length feature film, which 
shows the love story between a 
Ukrainian Cossack and a Tatar 
woman who together defy ethnic 
and religious taboos. 

The 2003 film, which is steeped 
in the imagery and symbolism of the 
Ukzainian and also Tatar folk songs, 
ballads, epic narratives, music and 
other forms of folklore, was a an 
Academy Award Nominee for best 
Foreign Film at the 2004 Oscars. 

It was accompanied by two car- 
toons including the hilarious and 
allegorical “Zlydni”, which takes a 
not-so-thinly-disguised look at 
Ukrainian-Russian relations. 

“Mamay” and the other films, 
with the exception of the cartoons, 
the Thursday evening rock videos 
and one of the March 12 documen- 
taries, were provided by Dr. Yuri 
Shevchuk, lecturer of Ukrainian 
Language and Culture at Columbia 
University in New York, and Direc- 
tor of the Ukrainian Film Club of 
Columbia. 

Dr. Shevchuk also held question 
and answer sessions on the films he 
presented. 
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“Mamay” 


UCPBCE President Marco 
Levytsky said he has discussed the 
possibilities of arranging a long- 
term agreement with Dr. Shevchuk 
to provide Ukrainian films for fu- 
ture festivals. 

March 10, the festival presented 
a collection of award-winning short 
feature and documentary films in- 
cluding: The Wayfarers (Podorozh- 
ni) by director Ihor Strembitsky, 
winner of the coveted Palme d’Or 
du cour metrage at the 2005 Cannes 
International Film Festival, which is 
a documentary series of portraits of 
people in a psychiatric hospital; 
Parched Land (Peresokhla zemlia) 
a parable about a man bestowed with 
a divine opportunity; and Director 
Taras Tomenko’s Tragic Love for 
Unfaithful Nuska (Trahichna liubov 
do zradlyvoyi Мизку). a tongue-in- 
cheek sepia-toned melodrama of 
two adolescents vying for attention 
of the young woman-next-door who 
is unaware of the passions she pro- 
vokes in her suitors. 

The March 12 screenings started 
with two comedic shorts — the U.S. 
Diaspora production Dora Was Dys- 


functional, listed at the Academy 
Awards, the Hampton Film Festival 
and the Rotterdam Film Festival and 
Kinomania, a true story about a 
small village in the heartland of 
Ukraine that is overtaken by a ma- 
nia for films. 

This was followed by three docu- 
mentaries — A Dangerously Free 
Person, dedicated to the legendary 
Sergey Paradzhanov, director of, 
among others, “Shadows of Forgot- 
ten Ancestors” and the most promi- 
nent representative of the Ukrainian 
poetic cinema of the 1960-s; “People 
of Maidan”, the most recent (De- 
cember 2005) documentary on the 
events of the Orange revolution re- 
counted from opposing points of 
view by their participants; and “The 
Bitter Taste of Wormwood”! deal- 
ing with the history of the 
Chornobyl disaster, the firefighters 
who died and the effects and out- 
comes of this human error — thy- 
roid cancer, children born with 
physical and mental detects: Today’s 
relief is being provided through 
Children of Chornobyl Canadian 
Fund. 


Ukrainian cinema struggling to survive 


(UkrNews)— Ukrainian cinema 15 
struggling to survive in it’s own 
homeland where it is virtually im- 
possible to see a Ukrainian-language 
film in a regular movie theatre, says 
a leading expert. . 

Dr. Yuri Shevchuk, lecturer of 
Ukrainian Language and Culture at 
of Columbia University in New 
York, says Ukrainian films have no 
access to the national network of 
cinemas, which "15 dominated com- 
pletely by Russian distribution mo- 
nopoly”. 
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Dr. Yuri Shevchuk 


Nor are there many screening op- 
portunities on Ukrainian television. 

“There was this image created 
around Ukrainian films that Ukrai- 
nian is tantamount to commercial di- 
saster, failure, non-profitability,” he 
explained. 

The only opportunity for Ukrai- 
nian films to be shown in Ukraine, 
are special screenings and festivals. 

Nevertheless, these are popular. A 
recent festival in Kyiv was com- 
pletely sold out. 

“T think the Ukrainian audience is 
starving for something they could 
identify with on the screen,” he told 
Ukrainian News. 

“They are over-saturated with all 
this Hollywood fare, (and) Russian 
films that are very often inherently, 
or implicitly anti-Ukrainian. They 
are coddling these old tired impe- 
rial Russian stereotypes.” 

Quite often such films are openly 
anti-Ukrainian, said Dr. Shevchuk, 
citing as one such example, “Prince 
Vladimir” in which Prince 


Volodymyr, who Christianized Rus- 
Ukraine is portrayed as a Russian 
tuler. 

This film is being shown all over 
Ukraine, “brainwashing Ukrainian 
kids, offering them the Russian im- 
perial interpretation of Ukrainian 
history,” said Dr. Shevchuk. 

He said a Ukrainian film distri- 
bution system needs to be created 
that ensures that profits go to sup- 
port the Ukrainian filmmaking in- 
dustry, and not to Moscow. 

One important step would be for 
the government to implement its 
promises to switch the dubbing of 
foreign productions into Ukrainian. 

“Unfortunately we have a long 
history of nice words and no deeds,” 
he added. 

As well, Ukrainian oligarchs have 
to realize that backing Ukrainian 
culture also helps ensure their eco- 
nomic independence from Russia. 

Russia knows the way to control 
Ukrainian politicians is through con- 
trol of the “brainwashed cultural 
Russo-centric electorate”, said Dr. 
Shevchuk. 

“And how do you get that elec- 
torate — through keeping them in 
the Russian cultural sphere of influ- 
ence ...that is the most successful 
way of controlling the Ukrainian 
elite,” he noted. 

“Tt’s high time for these elites (to 
realize) that wherever their personal 
leanings or sympathies lie culturally, 
it is ultimately in their interest to 
build and to support Ukrainian lan- 
guage, Ukrainian culture Ukrainian 
identity, different from Russia — as 
a way of being really independent 
from Moscow in every sense,” he 
said. 


